The Two Primary Ages of Time in the Bible 
When theologians and Bible scholars write about and discuss the Scriptures, they usually make a divi-sion in the Bible; the most common of all is the separation made between the Old and the New Testa-ment writings, what’s generally accepted as being between Malachi and Matthew. To most Christians, their understanding goes no further than this Old Testament and New Testament understanding as a separating point.

Although the Bible doesn’t place any emphasis on this division, it does make a clear distinction between "ages." (Some “translations” of the Bible make this separation somewhat difficult to see, but it’s there nonetheless). So let’s consider this issue in view of Scripture.

1. In Matthew 12:32b Jesus said to some Pharisees, whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not 
    be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come. (“Age” here is from the Greek term aion 
    from whence we get our word “eon”; it is NOT a Greek term for “world” as the KJV has it translated, 
    unless one is sure to interpret it metaphorically equaling the “world” or “time” of a group of people.)
    How many “ages” do we read about in Jesus’ statement? __________________________________

    What time did “this age” refer to? _____________________________________________________
    What time, then, must “the age to come” refer to? _______________________________________
    Which one of these “ages” did Jesus obviously live in (cf. Gal. 4:4)? __________________________

2. In Matthew 13:38–40 Jesus, when explaining His Parable About the Sower, said, The field is the 
    world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one. 
    The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the 
    angels. Thus as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. 
    (Just as in the prior verse, the original term for “age” here is aion.)
    If in the previous chapter Jesus was speaking about the Old Covenant age when He said “this age,” 
    wouldn’t He have been referring to the same age when He said “this age” here? ________________

    Exactly what age is “this age” (the age Jesus lived in) here? ________________________________

    Does this passage teach the end of the material world? ____________________________________

3. In Matthew 13:49-50a Jesus went on to say, So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 
    forth, separate the wicked from among the just, and cast them into the furnace of fire. 
    How did Jesus just describe “the age” in verses 39-40? ____________________________________

    Was Jesus speaking about the same subject (compare verse 41 with verse 49)? ________________

    Since the same scenario was being described in both places, and since the same language is used in 
    the same context, wouldn’t “the age” of verse 49 be the same age of “this age” of verse 40? ______

4. In Matthew 24:3, after Jesus spoke about Jerusalem’s demise in chapter 23, some of His apostles 
    asked Him, When will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming and of the end of 
    the age? (The Greek term kai can be translated as “even” or “that is” as well as “and,” meaning the 
    second question could be rendered as, What will be the sign of Your coming, i.e. the end of the age?)
    According to 23:36 and 24:34, when would “the age” under consideration end? ________________
    ________________________________________________________________________________

    Can this verse be construed as allusion to the end of the material world as implied by the KJV? ____

5. In Matthew 28:20, after giving His apostles their commission to take the Gospel to everyone, Jesus 
    said to His apostles, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. (Coincidentally, in Matthew 
    24:14 Jesus said in answer to His apostles’ questions, This Gospel of the kingdom will be preached in 
    all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come (cf. Mat. 10:22-23)
6. In Mark 10:30 Jesus spoke of His followers as receiving a hundredfold now in this time … and in 
    the age to come, eternal life (cf. Luke 18:30).
    Since Jesus correlated “time” with the Greek term aion, doesn’t this statement demonstrate that the 
    term aion has an obvious reference to time as opposed to the material world? __________________
    Doesn’t this statement, like the one in Matthew 12:32, indicate that Jesus understood there to be at
    least two ages? ___________________________________________________________________
7. In Luke 20:34–35 Jesus said, The sons of this age marry…. But those who are counted worthy to
    attain that age, and the resurrection from the dead, [do not] marry…. 

    Thinking about passages that we’ve already read above, what do the phrases “the age” and “this 

    age” refer to? _____________________________________________________________________

    Thinking about passage that we’ve already read above, what do the phrases “the age to come” and 

    “that age” refer to? ________________________________________________________________

8. Let’s read First Corinthians 2:6–8.
    The rulers of what age were “coming to nothing” and wouldn’t have crucified the Lord had they known 
    better? __________________________________________________       So even after Pentecost…
    What age was still in existence when Paul wrote this? _____________________________________
9. In Second Corinthians 4:3-4 Paul wrote that even if our Gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
    perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who don’t believe, lest the light of the Gos-
    pel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.
    If, as is generally agreed upon by scholars, “the ruler of this world” (Satan) in John 12:31 & 14:30 
    (“world” being from the Greek term kosmos) equals “the god of this age” (Satan), then (with the 
    thoughts of #8 above in mind) we learn two things by allowing the Bible to explain the Bible: [1] 
    while aion can only refer to an age, kosmos is sometimes used as a synonym or metaphor for aion 
    cf. Eph. 2:2), and [2] when Paul penned Second Corinthians 4:3 he was still in the same age or 
    world as Jesus was when he made the statements found in John 12:31 & 14:30.

10. In Ephesians 1:21 Paul informs us that God set Jesus far above … every name that is named, not 
      only in this age, but also in that which is to come (cf. Eph. 6:12); and in Hebrews 6:5 Paul, 
      when writing especially about first century Jewish Christians, said that they had tasted the good 
      Word of God and the power of the age to come.
      When Paul penned these verses, what age was he living in? _______________________________
      What age was yet “to come”? ___________________________________________________ So…
The New Testament consistently speaks of 2 periods of time: [1] this age and the present age/time of the Old Covenant (Luke 18:30, Gal. 1:4, 1 Tim. 6:17, 2 Tim. 4:10, & Titus 2:12), and [2] that age and the age to come, the age of the New Covenant (Mat. 12:32, Mark 10:30, Luke 18:30, & Heb. 6:5).
Note: Not even the NKJV always correctly translates aion as age (cf. Mat. 13:22, Mark 4:19, Luke 1:70, 16:8, John 9:32, Acts 3:21, Rom. 12:2, Heb. 1:2, & 2 Tim. 4:10).                          [Tony E. Denton, 8/08.]
Answers:

1a. There are two ages: “this age” and “the age to come.”
1b. The Old Testament age.

1c. The New Testament age.

1d. The Old Testament age.

2a. Certainly

2b. The Old Covenant Age.

2c. No.

3a. “This age.”
3b. Yes.

3c. Yes.

4a. Before the generation of people who were then living completely disappeared.

4b. Absolutely not.

6a. Of course it does.

6b. Of course it does.
7a. The Old Covenant age.
7b. The New Covenant age.
8a. The Old Covenant age.
8b. The Old Covenant age.

10a. The Old Covenant age.
10b. The New Covenant age.

[Tony E. Denton, 8/08.]

