The Biblical “Generation”
Since the term “generation” implies a period of time too limited in scope in certain prophetic Scriptures for most people’s understanding of the nature of Jesus’ coming, they’ve set out to redefine its normal usage to mean “race” instead of “contemporaries.” So, because it’s very important to accurately inter-pret the timing of Christ’s prophecies about His return, let’s study the meaning of this the term “gener-ation” as it’s employed in Scripture and especially by Jesus. Let’s begin with definitions of the original word (genea) by the scholars:
There are those who define it as “the whole multitude of men living at the same time; an age (i.e. the time ordinarily occupied by each successive generation)” (Thayer; cf. Bauer, Vine, et. al.).

There are those who define it by the use of the word “contemporaries” (cf. Vincent, Peloubet, Wycliffe, Davis, Harper, et. al.).

There are those who define it by saying, “forty years” (cf. Eerdman’s, New Bible Dict., et. al.).
If the NT writers and speakers wanted to refer to a race of people, then they would likely have chosen genos not genea.
(For a LOT more information concerning the Greek term genea, you may consult the following webpage: http://www.preteristarchive.com/StudyArchive/g/genea_generation.html.)
One of the logical problems with the word “generation” referring to “a race” (especially in Matthew 24:34 where most have their difficulty with it) is that there’s no such thing as a genuine Jew today. Why? Be-cause their genealogical information was destroyed in Jerusalem’s AD 70 destruction.
There are others who say that Jesus was referring to the generation of another, future time. But one of the logical problems with this is that Jesus didn’t say “that” generation, but “this” generation; besides that, just before the Matthew 24:34 statement, in Matthew 23:35-36, when Jesus was speaking to in-habitants of Jerusalem, He said, “on you” will come all the righteous blood, and “I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.” Anyway, now…
Let’s consider how God and the Jews regarded a generation according to the Bible:

1.
In Numbers 32:13 Moses said, The Lord’s anger was aroused against Israel, and He made them 
wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation that had done evil in the sight of the Lord was gone.
2.
In Psalm 95:10 David quoted God as saying, For forty years I was grieved with that generation.
3.
In Hebrews 3:17, after quoting Psalm 95:7-11, Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, reaffirmed this time period for a biblical generation when he asked, Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? So…


a.
How many years did the inspired Moses say it took for that generation to die off? ____________

b.
How many years did the inspired David assign to the length of a generation? _______________

c.
How many years did the inspired Paul concede with David was a generation? _______________
4.
In Acts 13:36 Paul said that David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell a-sleep; in First Kings 2:10-11 we find more information about this: David rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David. The period that David reigned over Israel was 40 years.
5.
In Matthew 1:17 it says that from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are 14 generations. So if, as most scholars agree, the end of the captivity was in 586 BC, and if Jesus was born in 4 BC, and if we divide 582 by 14, we arrive at 41.57, more evidence that a generation is approx. 40 years!
6.
In Matthew 17:17 Jesus said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you?

a.
Exactly who was Jesus living among and bearing with? _____________________________ So…


b.
Which generation was Jesus referring to: His, ours, or someone else’s? ____________________

7.
In Mark 8:38—9:1 Jesus said, Whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels. And He said to them, Assuredly I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power.


a.
What adjective did Jesus use to define what generation He had in mind? ___________________

b.
What else did Jesus say which forces us to conclude that He had people of His time in mind? ___


_____________________________________________________________________________

8.
Let’s read Luke 11:29-32 & 50-51. 


a.
How many times did Jesus use the term “generation”? _________________________________

b.
How many times did Jesus define “generation” by the adjective “this”? ________________ So…


c.
To what generation of people was He speaking: His, ours, or someone else’s? ______________

9.
In Luke 17:24-25 Jesus said, As the lightning that flashes out of one part under heaven shines to the other part under heaven, so also the Son of Man will be in His day. But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. Again…

a.
What term did Jesus use to describe the generation of which He was speaking? _____________

b.
Which generation rejected Him: His, ours, or someone else’s? _______________________ So…


c.
Which generation would face Christ’s judgment “Day”: His, ours, or someone else’s? _________
10.
Josephus wrote of the first century Jews that “nor did any age ever breed a generation more fruitful in wickedness than this” (Wars, 5:10:51:442); thus even Josephus, who lived during that time, used the word “generation” to refer to that particular group of contemporaries. Incidentally, this fits, not only Jesus’ words in Mark 8:38, but also Peter’s words in Acts 2:40: Save yourselves from this per-verse generation.
[Tony E. Denton, 9/08.]
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Answers:

3a.
Forty Years
3b.
Forty Years

3c.
Forty Years

6a.
The Jews
6b.
His

7a.
This
7b.
Some in His audience that day wouldn’t 
        die before He returned.

8a.
Six
8b.
Six
8c.
His
9a.
This
9b.
His
9c.
His
The Greek Term “Mello”

In eight lexicons that I consulted, every lexicographer used the phrase “about to” either as their defini-tion or within their definition; in The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia it reads, "mello, referring to what is about to be, i.e. on the point of occurring or immediately impending." And in seven different interlinears it’s translated as “about to” 81% of the time. One interlinear even translated it “about to” in every instance! So…
Who, besides someone who just doesn’t want to accept the foregoing because of the passages in which this term is found, would doubt that it means “about to”? No one. So let’s briefly consider many of the eschatological statements found in the New Testament in which this term is found.

Concerning the Trial about to come: Luke 21:36 ( records Jesus saying, Pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that are about to come to pass; Revelation 3:10 ( I will keep you from the hour of trial which is about to come upon the whole world.
Concerning the Age about to come: Matthew 12:32 ( the age about to come; Ephesians 1:21 ( not only in this age, but also in that which is about to come; First Timothy 6:18-19 ( The wealthy were to be rich in good works, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time about to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life; Hebrews 6:5 ( the age about to come. 
Concerning the Judgment about to come: Matthew 3:7 & Luke 3:7 ( Who has warned you to flee from the wrath about to come?; Matthew 16:27 ( The Son of Man is about to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works; then, to further define the time involved in the term mello, Jesus went on to say, Assuredly I say to you, there are some stand-ing here who shall not taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom (v. 28); Acts 17:31 ( God has appointed a day on which He is about to judge the world in righteousness. Acts 24:25 ( the judgment about to come; Second Timothy 4:1 ( the Lord is about to judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom; Hebrews 10:27 ( a certain fearful expectation of judgment and fiery indignation … is about to devour the adversaries; James 2:12 ( those who are about to be judged.
Concerning the Salvation/Resurrection/Glory/Life about to come: Acts 24:15 ( there is about to be a resurrection of the dead; First Timothy 4:8 ( promise of the life that now is and of that which is about to come; Hebrews 1:14 ( those who are about to inherit salvation; First Peter 5:1 ( the glory that is about to be revealed. 
Concerning the World/City about to come: Colossians 2:17 ( a shadow of things about to come; Hebrews 2:5 ( the world about to come; Hebrews 9:11 ( Christ came as High Priest of the good things about to come; Hebrews 10:1 ( The law, having a shadow of the good things about to come; Hebrews 13:14 ( Here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one about to come. Revelation 1:19 ( Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which are about to take place after this, corresponding perfectly to the earlier words in 1:1 & 3: things which must shortly take place, and the time is near.
