The Day of the Lord
In the New King James Version of the Bible, the phrases “the Lord’s Day,” “the day of our/the Lord,” “the day of God,” “the day of Jesus,” & “the day of Christ” are used 29 times. 
Since there’s a lot of confusion in the religious world concerning the meaning and the use of this phrase, let’s see what we can discover from a look at the Bible’s usage of it in a few of these passages.

1.
Ezekiel 30, parts of 2-6 & 10-11, read, Woe to the day! The day of the Lord is near; it will be a day of clouds…. The sword shall come upon Egypt, and great anguish shall be … when the slain fall…. The pride of her power shall come down…. Those within her shall fall by the sword…. I will also make a multitude of Egypt to cease by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. He and his people with him … shall be brought to destroy the land; they shall draw their swords against Egypt and fill the land with the slain. Now…

a.
Does the expression “the day of the Lord” here sound like a day of judgment? ______________

b.
Who was the recipient of the events of this day of judgment? ___________________________


c.
In short, what would happen to Egypt on this day? ____________________________________


d.
Who would be God’s agent in this destruction? _______________________________________

e.
Did this event, this “day of the Lord,” signify a change in power? _________________________
2.
Jeremiah 46:10a has God saying about this same event (Egypt’s destruction) that This is the day of the Lord God of hosts [armies], a day of vengeance that He may avenge Himself on His adversaries. The sword shall devour; it shall be satiated and made drunk with their blood.


a.
Does this “day of the Lord” here sound any different than the one above? __________________

b.
What sort of day was this for the Lord? _____________________________________________

c.
Do you think the last sentence above should be taken literally or figuratively? ______________

3.
Isaiah 13, parts of 1, 6, 9-10, 13, & 17 read, The burden against Babylon which Isaiah … saw. Wail, for the day of the Lord is at hand! It will come as destruction from the Almighty…. Behold, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate; and He will de-stroy its sinners from it. For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not give their light; the sun will be darkened in its going forth, and the moon will not cause its light to shine…. I will shake the heavens, and the earth will move out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts and in the day of His fierce anger…. I will stir up the Medes against them.

a.
Does the expression “the day of the Lord” here sound like a day of judgment? ______________

b.
Who was the recipient of the events of this day of judgment? ___________________________


c.
In short, what would happen to Babylon on this day? __________________________________

d.
Who would be God’s agent in this destruction? _______________________________________


e.
Do you think that the events of verses 10 & 13 are literal or figurative? ___________________

f.
Did this event, this “day of the Lord,” signify a change in power? _________________________

* In all the above cases (and others such as in Obadiah about Edom’s destruction), the expression “the day
   of the Lord” never referred to the Lord literally coming down upon a nation, but always to His coming
   against a nation by means of another nation; so this is how the Jews understood this prophetic and
   apocalyptic language. With this in mind, let’s continue our study.
4.
In parts of Joel 1:6, 15, 2:1-2, & 10-11 we read God prophesying that A nation has come up against My land…. The day of the Lord … shall come as destruction from the Almighty…. Let the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming…. A day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds…. A people come, great and strong, the like of whom has never been; nor will there ever be any such after them…. The earth quakes before them, the heavens tremble; the sun and moon grow dark, and the stars diminish their brightness. The Lord gives voice before His army…. The day of the Lord is great and very terrible.

a.
What phrase did God use to describe this prophesied event? ____________________________


b.
Does “the day of the Lord” here sound like a day of judgment? __________________________


c.
What would happen on/in this day? ________________________________________________


d.
Was this destruction, this “Lord’s day,” also to be accomplished by means of a nation? _______

e.
According to God, to whom did this conquering army/nation belong? ______________________

f.
Who was to be the recipient of this judgment/destruction? ______________________________

g.
Does it sound like this sort of destruction had occurred before or would occur again? _________ 


h.
Should we interpret the cosmic disturbances here literally or figuratively? __________________

i.
Does this “day of the Lord” fit the pattern of the others we’ve considered? _________________

5.
Zechariah, describing the same day as that of Joel, has God saying in 14:1-2, Behold, the day of the Lord is coming…. I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem; the city shall be taken, the houses plundered, and the women ravished.

a.
In short, what was to happen to Jerusalem? _________________________________________


b.
What phrase did God use here to describe this annihilation? __________________________


c.
Did God prophesy that He Himself would literally come against Jerusalem or that He would em-



ploy a nation or nations to do it for Him as His agent? _________________________________
6.
Let’s read Joel 2:28-31. Now…
7.
Let’s read Acts 2:16-20 & 40.


a.
To what period of time or to what generation of people did Peter assign the fulfillment of Joel’s 



prophecy about this “day of the Lord”: to his time and generation or to someone else’s? ______


b.
Since Acts 2 occurred in AD 30, and since (as we studied previously) a generation is approx. 40 



years, then around what year would the prophecies of Joel be fulfilled? ________________ So…

c.
Even though Jesus described this same event in Matthew 24:29 (et. al.) as the people seeing 


Him coming on the clouds of heaven, do you believe that He literally came down upon Judah on 



clouds or that He came against them via the Romans? ____________________________ Now…
* Based on the precedent that has been established in the preceding Scriptures, shouldn’t we consis-
   tently apply this interpretation unless the context absolutely forces another one? ____________ So…
8.
When Paul, speaking of miracles that his generation could perform, said that Jesus would confirm 
them with these miracles until “the day of the Lord Jesus Christ”—AD 70 (1 Cor. 1:8; it was also called “the revelation of Jesus Christ” [v. 7]), wouldn’t it make sense to apply the precedent that  we’ve seen previously established? (Cf. Micah 7:15.) _____________________________________
9.
When Paul, speaking of church discipline upon a sinner in their midst, said that, by doing such, the hope would be that he’d be saved in “the day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor. 5:5), would there be any reason why the precedent above wouldn’t fit, especially in the light of Peter’s words about Christi-ans receiving salvation on that day (1 Pet. 1:9)? ________________________________________
10.
When Paul, speaking to the Corinthian church, wrote how that he hoped for her to be his pride in “the day of the Lord Jesus” (2 Cor. 1:14), would there be any reason why the precedent above wouldn’t make sense? _____________________________________________________ Similarly…
11.
When Paul, speaking to the Philippian church, was encouraging them so that they would be the cause of joy for him in “the day of Christ,” would there be any reason why the precedent above wouldn’t make sense? _____________________________________________________________
12.
When Paul, speaking praise to the Philippian brethren, said that Jesus would complete His work in them by “the day of Jesus Christ” (1:6) and that he prayed for them to be pure till “the day of Christ” (1:10), would there be any reason why the foregoing precedent wouldn’t work? __________ (By the way, doesn’t these verses indicate that Paul thought they’d still be around for this day?)
13.
When Paul, speaking directly about the Lord’s coming, said that the Thessalonians knew perfectly that “the day of the Lord” so comes as a thief in the night (1 The. 5:2), would there be any reason to absolutely force us to conclude that the biblical precedent for this phrase wouldn’t make sense here? __________________________________________________________________________
14.
When Paul, speaking directly about the Lord’s coming, said that the Thessalonians didn’t need to be troubled as if “the day of Christ” had come (2 The. 2:2), would there be any reason to absolutely force us to conclude that the biblical precedent for this phrase wouldn’t make sense here? _______
15.
When Peter, speaking directly about the Lord’s coming and using some of the exact same language Jesus used in Matthew 24, said that “the day of the Lord” would come as a thief (2 Pet. 3:10) and that those Christians should look forward to the coming of “the day of God” (2 Pet. 3:12), is there any reason to absolutely force us to abandon the precedent God’s Word already has set? ________
16.
When John, writing to suffering Christians about their soon-coming relief, wrote of that “great day of God Almighty” (Rev. 16:14), the question again should be, “Is there any absolutely compelling reason why I shouldn’t or why I can’t interpret this according to the biblical precedent?” And…

17.
When John, as he began to write to these suffering Christians about their soon-coming relief, said that he was in the spirit (was receiving visions) on “the Lord’s day” (Rev. 1:10) the question again should be, “Is there an absolutely compelling reason why I shouldn’t or why I can’t interpret this phrase in harmony with the precedent I’ve seen throughout Israel’s history?” 
+++++++++++++++
Answers:

1a.
Yes
1b.
Egypt
1c.
She’d be destroyed
1d.
Babylon
1e.
Yes
2a.
No
2b.
A day of vengeance
2c.
Figuratively
3a.
Yes
3b.
Babylon
3c.
She’d be destroyed
3d.
The Medes
3e.
Figurative
3f. 
Yes

4a.
The Day of the Lord
4b.
Yes
4c.
Destruction
4d.
Yes
4e.
To Him
4f.
Jerusalem
4g.
No
4h.
Figuratively
4i.
Yes
5a.
She’d be destroyed
5b.
The Day of the Lord
5c.
He’d employ nations
7a.
His
7b.
AD 70
7c.
Via the Romans

* 
Yes
8.
Yes

9—15 All “No”
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