The “Israel of God” Today
Did you know that the saying that “God works in mysterious ways” isn’t found in the Bible? Well it isn’t. But there are various times when the term “mystery” is used in the Bible; and we want to study a con-cept that’s linked with something that was a mystery to the Jews (not necessarily because God purpose-ly left it mysterious, but more likely because the Jews couldn’t accept what it seemed to mean, thus it was mysterious or perplexing to them). So…
Let’s begin in the New Testament:
1.
Ephesians 3:3a & 6 have Paul saying that By revelation God made known to me the mystery … that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs of the same body and partakers of God’s promise in Christ thru the Gospel.

a.
The term “fellow-heirs” indicates that Gentiles would inherit something along with another group. Since there was actually only one other group of people on Earth, who were they? ___________

b.
How many bodies of Christ would these two groups comprise? ___________________________


c.
How did Paul come to his understanding of this one, unified body? ____________________ So…

d.
Were only the Israelites meant to be recipients of God’s promise of redemption? ____________

2.
Ephesians 2:11-14a have Paul saying that You were once Gentiles … without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and with-out God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been made near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one.


a.
What group of people were once alienated from God and His people? _____________________

b.
By what were these two groups brought together as one? __________________________ So…

c.
Who all does God allow to be reconciled to Him now? __________________________________
3.
Romans 9:6b has Paul saying that They are not all Israel who are of Israel; then in Galatians 6:16, right after he wrote about the “new creation” of both the circumcised and uncircumcised, he signed off by praying for peace and mercy … upon the Israel of God. (Circle One Below.)

a.
In Rom. 9:6b Paul was clearly implying that who the Jews thought of as Israel was no longer composed only of literal descendants of Abraham and Jacob (Israel).  True  or  False

b.
Just as there’s a New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2), a New Heavens and Earth (Rev. 21:1), a New Name (Rev. 3:12), and a New Way (Heb. 10:20), there’s also a New Creation (Gal. 6:15) called The [New] Israel of God (Gal. 6:16).  True  or  False
4.
Galatians 3:6b-7 tell us that Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham.


a.
What made Abraham righteous before God? _________________________________________


b.
Who are Abe’s children in the eyes of God today? _____________________________________

5.
Galatians 3:16 reads, Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, “And to seeds” as of many, but as of one, “And to your Seed” who is Christ; then verse 29 reads, And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise. 

a.
To whom were the promises made? _____________________ and __________________. So…


b.
If Christ is Abe’s Seed, then everyone who’s “in Christ” is an heir of the promise.  True  or  False
*
Let’s devote some time to identifying the similarities in the Old Testament that describe Israel, and compare them with the language used to describe the church/kingdom of the New Testament which consists of any and all races of mankind.
6.
Hosea 11:1 has God saying, When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son. And Deuteronomy 14:1a has God saying to the Israelites, You are the children of the Lord your God.

a.
Since Jacob (Israel) was dead when God freed the Israelites from Egypt, then the term “Israel” in Hosea referred to the people in general.  True  or  False


b.
What terms did God use to describe the Israelites here? ________, _______, & _____________
7.
Romans 8:16 has Paul saying, The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God; and Galatians 3:26 says You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

a.
Speaking of the church in Romans, how did Paul describe its individual members? ___________


b.
Speaking of the church in Galatians, how did Paul describe its members? ______________ So…
*
Both the Israelites of old and Christians today are called “the children of God.”

8.
Deuteronomy 14:2 has God saying to the Israelites, You are a holy people to the Lord your God, and the Lord has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples; and the last part of Isaiah 43:20 has Him saying of them that they are My people, My chosen.

a.
What descriptive terms did God use in Deuteronomy? ________, _________, & _____________

b.
What descriptive phrases did He use in Isaiah? __________________ & ___________________

9.
First Peter 2:9a has Peter saying to the church, You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him; earlier in verse 5 he wrote, You … are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

a.
What three terms did Peter use of the church that had been previously used of Israel? _______, 



__________________________________, & ________________________________________


b.
What one word in verse 5 describes the difference between Israel & the church? ____________
*
Both the Israelites of old and Christians today are called “God’s chosen people.”

10.
Genesis 17:10 has God saying to Abraham, This is My covenant which you shall keep between Me and you and your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; and Ephesians 2:11 has Paul saying to the Gentiles that they were called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision.

a.
What was the [sign of the] covenant God gave to Abraham (cf. Acts 7:8)? _________________

b.
What were the Jews called because of this covenant [sign]? _____________________________

11.
Philippians 3:2c-3a has Paul saying to the church to Beware of the Mutilation! For we are the Cir-cumcision; and in Colossians 2:11-12 he wrote to the church saying that In Christ you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ, buried with Him in baptism in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God who raised Him from the dead.


a.
After the inauguration of the New Covenant, what did Paul call the Jews? __________________


b.
After the inauguration of the NC, who became the New/True Circumcision? _________________

c.
How is circumcision accomplished under the NC? _____________________________________
12.
Romans 2:28-29 tell us that He is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit and not in the letter, whose praise is not from men but from God. So…
*
Both the Israelites of old and Christians today are referred to as being circumcised or called “the circumcision”; the Israelites had been circumcised physically/externally, while Christians have been circumcised spiritually/internally.

13.
Psalm 78:52 tells us that God made His own people go forth like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a flock; and Jeremiah 23:1-2a read, “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!” says the Lord. “Therefore thus says the Lord God of Israel against the shepherds who feed My people, ‘You have scattered My flock,’” says the Lord.

a.
To what did God liken the individuals of His Old Covenant people? ____________________ So…

b.
To what did He liken the people as a whole? _________________________________________
14.
Hebrews 13:20 has Paul calling Jesus that great Shepherd of the sheep. (In English this phrase ap-pears to modify God, but in the original it clearly modifies Jesus.) Then First Peter 5:2-3 have Peter saying to some elders of the church, Shepherd the flock of God … [by] being examples to the flock.

a.
To what did Paul liken the individual New Covenant people of God? _______________________

b.
To what did Peter liken the NC people of God as a whole? ___________________________ So…
*
Both the Israelites of old and Christians today are called “the sheep” and “the flock of God.”
15.
Numbers 12:7b has God saying of Moses that He is faithful in all My house.
16.
First Timothy 3:15 has Paul telling Timothy how he ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God. So…
*
Both the Israelites of old and Christians today are called “the house of God.”
17.
Exodus 19:6 has God saying to Moses about Israel that they shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation; and First Chronicles 28:5 has David saying that God had chosen his (David’s) son Solomon to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel.
18.
Revelation 1:6 has John saying that Jesus has made us a kingdom of priests. (This is the more ac-curate rendering of the original.) And Colossians 1:13 has Paul saying that God has delivered us from the power (kingdom) of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of His Son. So…
*
Both the Israelites of old and Christians today are described as a kingdom, “the kingdom of God” as well as a “kingdom of priests.”
19.
Isaiah 54:5-6 have Isaiah telling God’s Old Covenant people, Your Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is His name…. He has called you like a … youthful wife. (See Jer. 3 for data on marriage/divorce.)
20.
Ephesians 5:30-32 have Paul saying to the Christians in Ephesus, We’re members of Christ’s body…. “For this reason a man shall leave his father & mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one….” This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. So…
*
Both the Israel of old and the church today are referred to as “the wife of God/Deity.”
21.
Psalm 105:6 has the Psalmist exclaiming of Israel, O seed of Abraham God’s servant, You children of Jacob [Israel], His chosen ones! And Isaiah 41:8 has God saying, You, Israel, are My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the descendants of Abraham My friend.
22.
Romans 4:16 has Paul saying to Christians in Rome (as well as us) that our salvation is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed [the descendants], not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all. So, bringing us back full circle to numbers 1-5 above…
*
Both the Israelites of old and Christians today are “the seed of Abraham.” So…

We, the church or kingdom today, are now the new, true, spiritual, and eternal Israel of God … the cir-cumcision, the flock of God, the chosen of God, the children of God, the kingdom of God, the house of  God, and the wife of God. We are the spiritual descendants and therefore heirs of Abraham and the promises made to him that were fulfilled through his Seed, Jesus the Christ. So…
As Paul signed off his letter to the churches of Galatia, May peace and mercy be upon the Israel of God.
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