The Lord’s Supper & Fulfilled Eschatology
[More info. on this subject in Mills’ Results of Fulfilled Prophecy, p. 191ff.]
If/Since the prophesied eschaton (the time of the end of all prophecy) was fulfilled in Jesus’ AD 70 coming, and since Paul said of the Lord’s supper, As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes, the question is, “Why do we still observe the Lord’s supper?” Well…

Let me share with you some reasons why I believe God expects His people, even today after the final/AD-70 coming of Jesus, to continue observing the Lord’s supper. (This is important because First Corinthians 11:26 is often alluded to by those who oppose or who are hopefully at least trying to understand fulfilled eschatology.)

Read First Corinthians 11:26 again (above or in your own Bible), then circle either the number “1” or the number “2” next to the correct interpretation.


1.
Paul ordered  these pre-AD 70 Christians to observe the supper until Jesus came. Or…

2.
Paul merely stated  that their observance of the supper reminded them of the Lord’s death for them until He came. So…


a.
Since the only thing that would actually cease (according to Paul’s statement) would be their declaration of Jesus’ death via the supper and not the supper itself, then may this statement be used as an argument against fulfilled eschatology?  Y  or  N


b.
Even if Paul did mean it as a command, and those who believe in fulfilled escha-tology still observed the supper today, would that prove that Jesus didn’t come in AD 70?  Y  or  N  Wouldn’t it only prove that humans can be inconsistent?  Y  or  N

3.
For the sake of argument, let’s answer the question, “Does the word ‘till’ (the Greek term achris) always necessitate the ‘result of termination’?” Let’s see:


a.
Stephen once said, When the time of the promise drew near which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt till another king arose who didn’t know Joseph (Acts 7:17-18). Now did the people stop having babies after this king arose?  Y  or  N


b.
Paul once wrote, Until the law, sin was in the world (Rom. 5:13). So did sin cease to exist when the law came?  Y  or  N


c.
Paul also once wrote that the law was added … till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made (Gal. 3:19). So did the law end at Christ’s birth?  Y  or  N



d.
Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon says that achris is “of things that actually occurred and up to the beginning of which something continued,” meaning that it doesn’t ne-cessarily indicate a point of termination; it can also (and often does as noted above) indicate a point of reference. (Cf. 1 Cor. 15:25 w/ Luke 1:33.)

4.
It’s also important to always keep audience relevance in mind. I.e., when did those addressed by Paul live?  The AD 1250s  or  The AD 50s  or  They Live Today   Well…


a.
All one has to do is consider the numerous times Paul employed the word “you” throughout his paragraph to them about the supper, meaning that he wasn’t speak-ing generically to or about all Christians everywhere at any given time in history, but only about those particular Christians in Corinth in the AD 50s. So…



b.
By what authority can we interject thousands of years into these personal circum-stances? By NO authority! People among these Christians were those who’d per-sonally be around in AD 70.




i.
Note that Paul didn’t say that their observance of the supper was to remind them of their Lord’s death for them until they died, but until He came. Doesn’t this imply that he expected them (like Timothy [1 Tim. 6:14] & Titus [Titus 2:13]) to be around when that event occurred?  Y  or  N



ii.
Read First Corinthians 1:4-8 and 10:11. Now doesn’t chapter 1 tell us that Paul expected their ability to perform miracles would confirm them until the end (i.e. when Jesus came), not their end (i.e. when they died)?  Y  or  N
When, during His institution of the supper, Jesus said, I will no longer eat of this until it is fulfilled in the kingdom (Luke 22:16), and I will not drink of this fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes (Luke 22:18) or until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom (Mat. 26:29), did He mean that He would eat and drink with His disciples in the kingdom sometime following this event?  Y  or  N

1.
Did He not imply that the Passover (Luke 22:15), which was, in essence, transformed into His supper (vv. 19-20), would find its ultimate fulfillment in the (coming of, v. 18) His Father’s kingdom (v. 16)?  Y  or  N

2.
Since Jesus said that He would eat/drink with them “in the kingdom” … when it came, and since the term He chose for “new” is kainos (meaning new in quality) as opposed to neos (meaning new in time), didn’t He imply that He expected His supper to still, in some way, be observed after His coming in His kingdom?  Y  or  N   And, by the way, wouldn’t that also imply that this coming was not an end-of-time coming?   Y  or  N   (Incidentally, some versions [e.g. NIV] appropriately translate kainos here as “anew,” i.e. with a new, ful-filled meaning.) So…

3.
Let’s consider the implications of what Jesus was saying.



a.
Firstly, when did the Passover (and then the Lord’s supper between AD 30 & 70) find its “fulfillment”?   A Day   or   Some Day   or   That Day    So it was to be fulfilled on a particular day that was connected to the coming of the kingdom, a day that Jesus had just talked to them about days, even hours, before in Matthew 24 (“that day,” v. 36) and Luke 21. Circle correct number:



i.
Note Luke 21:31 specifically: Speaking of Jerusalem’s AD 70 demise, did Jesus say,  1.  When you see these things happening, remember that the kingdom of God has already arrived?  Or  2.  When you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is at hand? Then…




ii.
In verse 32 did He say,  1.  This race will by no means pass away till all things are fulfilled?  Or  2.  This universe will by no means pass away…?  Or  3.  This generation will by no means pass away till all things are fulfilled?


b.
Secondly, how did the Passover (and then the Lord’s supper) find its “fulfillment”? Just recall what it represented—deliverance from bondage. The Passover was insti-tuted before God’s people ever even left Egypt (much like Jesus instituted His sup-per before He died, before He left the flesh); after that it was observed for the next 40 years while in the wilderness, receiving Moses’ law (much like Jesus’ disciples observed His supper while in their 40 years of “wilderness,” receiving Christ’s law); then lastly, even after they finally entered into the promised land, being delivered from Egypt and the wilderness, they continued to observe the Passover just as we do the Lord’s supper. Not only that, in fact, but consider the following as well:



i.
After Israel entered into Canaan, the promise land, Joshua 5:9-10 have God saying, “This day I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” … Now the children of Israel … kept the Passover. When did God consider their deli-verance/salvation complete …  Before  or  After  … they entered the promise land? And did they continue observing the Passover after the consummation
of their deliverance?  Y  or  N   So…



ii.
Before they inherited the promise land, they observed the Passover in anticpa-tion of that land; then, once they attained the land, they continued to observe the Passover as a reminder of the “fulfillment” of God’s promise to make of them a kingdom (something that required territory); i.e., they observed it … not in hope under duress, but … as a celebration of hope fulfilled!


c.
Thirdly, when exactly did the fullness of the salvation from sin  that the Lord’s sup-per represented to them come to fruition?   AD 30   or   AD 70   or   Still Future  Well, according to Jesus in Luke 21, it was at Jerusalem’s demise when the “old” was taken out of the way and replaced with the “new”: When these things begin to happen … lift up your heads, because your redemption is at hand (v. 28, right be-fore the “kingdom” and “generation” statements we just read above, by the way).


d.
Here’s the dilemma of amillennialism: (1) Amils agree that Jesus said He would observe His supper again with His disciples, in some spiritual manner, in the king-dom (Mat. 26:29); and (2) they claim that it was on Pentecost when the Luke 22:18 kingdom-coming occurred. So Jesus has been observing the supper with His disci-ples ever since two months after His initial statement that He wouldn’t observe it until the kingdom arrived. On the other hand (3) they also claim the Bible teaches that Lord’s supper observance was/is meant to be discontinued at the Lord’s com-ing (1 Cor. 11:26). So what’s the problem? Well, consider the following:



i.
Second Timothy 4:1 has Paul writing about the Lord who’ll judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom.



ii.
Matthew 16:27-28 has Jesus saying, The Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works. Assuredly I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom. Likewise…




iii.
Matthew 25:31-34 have Jesus saying, When the Son of Man comes in His glory and all the holy angels with Him, then He’ll sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He’ll separate them one from another…. Then [He’ll] say to those on His right hand, “Come you blessed of My Father, in-herit the kingdom prepared for you….” Now, concerning the supper…




iv.
Consider Paul and Luke (a close companion of Paul, by the way): As often as you … drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes, and “I will not drink of this … until the kingdom of God comes.” Now the questions are…
* How can one not see that the coming of Christ and the coming of His kingdom are meant to occur simultaneously (per Mat. 16 & 2 Tim. 4)? And how can one not see that the coming of Christ in First Corinthians 11 and the coming of His kingdom in Luke 22 are parallel? So…

4.
Paul was urging the Corinthians to continue meeting together in memory of their Lord’s suffering & death for them as they suffered for Him (cf. Mat. 10:22, 24:9 & 13, 26:29, & John 15:18-21 & 16:33), and then to continue anxiously desiring that wondrous time when they could observe it with Him as “a celebration of consummation”! [Tony E. Denton, 12/08.]
