The New Jerusalem 

Although I can think of only one of them off hand, Christians have sung many songs about “The New Jerusalem.” The one I remember clearly and like is called I Walk in the New Jerusalem Way by Albert E. Brumley; and I like this one because it seems to me to be the most scriptural one in the sense that it applies the biblical idea of The New Jerusalem correctly—in the present tense. Notice:

In the new found way, the gospel highway,
Leading to the home eternal,
I walk and talk with the Master everyday.
When the storms betide, He safely guides me,
While the blessings flow supernal,
I walk and talk in The New Jerusalem way.

Hallelujah, praise Him, I am happy,
Walking on this gospel highway,
I walk and talk with the Master everyday.
Like the gentle vespers, Jesus whispers,
Blessings all along the highway,
I walk and talk in The New Jerusalem way.
While to Him I cling, I’ll ever sing,
And tell about the gospel story,
I walk and talk with the Master everyday.
Then for evermore I shall adore Him,
Over in the land of glory,
I walk and talk in The New Jerusalem way.

I walk and talk in The New Jerusalem way,
As I press along to the land of perfect day,
At last “Well done” I shall hear the Master say.
I walk and talk in The New Jerusalem way.
So since most “Christians” apply New Jerusalem passages to the future (whether it be to a physical city reestablished in Palestine for Jesus to reign from for 1,000 years [per premillennialism] or to Heaven at the end of time [per amillennialism]), let’s consider what God has to say about this city. We’ll begin by looking at a passage with a few alternative terms regarding this place.
1.
Hebrews 12:22 reads in part, You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. We’ll find other verses where such descriptions are used, but for now…

a.
To whom was Paul writing: people of his day or people of some other day? _____________ So…


b.
Could we correctly say then that this city was in existence in the first century? ______________


(I say “in the first century” because 13:14 indicates that these brethren weren’t fully IN this city yet, but only TO or AT it: Here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one about to come.)

Even though extant in that century, within this same letter we discover these verses of interest:
2.
Let’s read Hebrews 11:8-16.

a.
What did Abraham look for (verses 10)? ____________________________________________

b.
Did he find it in the promise land (verses 9-10)? ______________________________________

c.
Did he ever find this place in his physical lifetime (verse 13)? ___________________________

d.
How did Paul describe this expected place (v. 16)? ______________ & ______________ Now…
Since this wonderful place existed in the first century, but didn’t exist in Abraham’s day, let’s consider some passages in between:
3.
Isaiah 35:10 & 51:11 have God prophesying that The ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing, with everlasting joy on their heads. They shall obtain joy & gladness, and sorrow & sighing shall flee away. (Incidentally, Paul referred to 35:3 in Heb. 12:12 as he was reminding his audience that birth pangs must precede the birth itself; and he referred to 51:6 in Heb. 1:10-12 as he was reminding them that a new economy would replace the old one.)

a.
Who would be the citizens of this Zion? ____________________________________________

b.
Would their joy be eternal or temporary in nature? ___________________________________
4.
Zechariah 8:3 has God saying, I will return to Zion and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall be called The City of Truth, The Mountain of the Lord of Hosts, The Holy Mountain. (By the way, this passage sounds a lot like Heb. 12:22 in which Paul used the terms city, mountain, and Zion.)
5.
Joel 3:16-17 have God saying, The Lord will roar from Zion and utter His voice from Jerusalem; the heavens and the earth will shake; but the Lord will be a shelter for His people, and the strength of the children of Israel. So you shall know that I am the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion My holy moun-tain. Then Jerusalem shall be holy, and no aliens shall ever pass through her again. (Once again, doesn’t it sound as if Paul also had this passage in mind when he wrote Hebrews, specifically 12:26?)

a.
Since sometime after His voice (i.e. His Word) went out from Jerusalem (cf. Luke 24:46-49),


 “then” she became considered holy with no possibility of aliens ever becoming citizens again, doesn’t this passage indicate a change from an old Jerusalem into a new Jerusalem?


_____________________________________________________________________________

b.
Since we know that Joel 3 is about Jerusalem’s AD 70 destruction, and since we know that God planned on never setting up another system like the old one (cf. John 4:20-24), then doesn’t this at least imply that the new Jerusalem would be a spiritual one?



_____________________________________________________________________________
In connection with this passage and these thoughts, let’s turn to an interesting passage by Paul:

6.
Let’s read Galatians 4:22-31.


a.
What phrase did Paul use here (v. 26) for the new Zion (cf. Heb. 12:22)? ______________________

b.
Did Paul indicate that old Jerusalem would be replaced by a new Jerusalem? ________________

c.
From what you do know about the God’s plan of redemption, was this New Jerusalem to be a 



physical or a spiritual one? _______________________________________________________
As we prepare to enter the Revelation letter, let’s consult one other Old Testament prophecy:
7.
Isaiah 60:11 & 14 have God saying of the new Jerusalem, Your gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day or night, that men may bring to you the wealth of the Gentiles and their kings in procession…. Also the sons of those who afflicted you shall come bowing to you, and all those who despised you shall fall prostrate at the soles of your feet; and they shall call you The City of the Lord, Zion of the Holy One of Israel. Now keep this passage in mind as we move on into Revelation.
8.
In Revelation 21:2 John wrote, I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. Then in verses 9-10 he wrote that an angel said, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” And he carried me away in spirit to a great and high mountain and showed me the city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.

a.
Did John’s vision indicate that New Jerusalem was going up or coming down? _______________


b.
If it came down, then could New Jerusalem be Heaven itself? ________________________ So…

c.
What other institution is referred to as Christ’s bride (cf. Eph. 5:22-32)? _____________________
Speaking of the kingdom as the bride of Christ, such is also supported by another Revelation passage:

9.
In Revelation 14:1 & 4-5 John wrote, Then I looked, and behold a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him 144,000, having His Father’s name written on their foreheads…. These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the throne of God.

a.
Let’s not fail to notice the connection between Mt. Zion and the virgins in this context.

b.
In relation to the virgins here and the bride later in chapter 21, let’s notice Second Corinthians 11:2: To some members of the kingdom in Corinth Paul said, I have betrothed you to one hus-band, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ, corresponding to the prophecy of Ho-sea 2:19-20 which has God saying, I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and justice, in loving-kindness and mercy; I will betroth you to Me in faithful-ness, and you shall know the Lord. So who would the Lord marry?



_________________________________________________________ Also in this connection…

c.
Listen to what Jesus said to the church in Philadelphia in Revelation 3:12: He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, The New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name. Who’s name does the bride usually take?



_____________________________________________________________________________



Notice how the temple in 3:12 parallels the tabernacle in Revelation 21:2-3: I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.” 
Now that we’ve seen the connection between Isaiah 60’s City of the Lord, Zion of the Holy One and
 Revelation 21’s holy city and New Jerusalem and Revelation 14’s Mount Zion, let’s notice another strik-ing relationship between this city-kingdom and Isaiah 60.
10.
In Revelation 21:23-26 John wrote that The city had no need of the sun or the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it, and the Lamb is its light. And the nations who are saved walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the na-tions into it. (Note: “the sea” = Gentiles; apply to Revelation.) Now notice…

a.
In Isaiah 60:3 & 5 God said, The Gentiles shall come to your light and kings to the brightness of your rising…. Then you shall see and become radiant, and your heart shall swell with joy; be-cause the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the Gentiles shall come to you. Then in verse 11 again He said, Your gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day or night, that men may bring to you the wealth of the Gentiles and their kings in procession.

b.
In Revelation 22:1-2, continuing his description of this wonderful, melting-pot city, he said that the angel showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. How could John have been describing Heaven for us all at the end of time if there would still be some healing of the nations—evangelism that brings people from all over the world into this city-kingdom? One more thing:
Relative to one of our beginning points, during the time of Hebrews 12 & 13, it’s obvious that Christians then were citizens of the new, soon-to-come kingdom (Php. 3:20 & 4:3), but they weren’t considered to be in it fully until after AD 70 when it was consummated (Luke 21:31, et. al.). They had come TO it, even having their names in the city’s roster, The Book of Life, but they weren’t yet IN it as we are.
Answers:

1a.
His Day
1b.
Of Course

2a.
The City of God

2b.
No

2c.
No

2d.
Better & Heavenly

3a.
The Ransomed
3b.
Eternal

5a.
Yes

5b.
Yes

6a.
Jerusalem Above

6b.
Yes
6c.
Spiritual

8a.
Coming Down

8b.
No

8c.
The Kingdom

9b.
The Kingdom or The Church
9c.
The Husband’s
