SINFUL SPEECH

Matthew 12:34b-37 records Jesus as saying, "'Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.'"

Griffith Thomas once wrote, "There are men who pride them-selves on their candor, saying audibly what they think on everything and to everyone (regardless). Just such a man said to John Wesley once, 'Mr. Wesley, I pride myself in speaking my mind; that is my talent.' 'Well,' said Mr. Wesley, 'the Lord wouldn't mind if you buried that talent!'" So if we pride ourselves in saying everything we think, it would be a good idea to think before we speak.

In Ephesians 4:29 the apostle Paul once wrote, "Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers." The word "corrupt" comes from the Greek word sapros which means "rotten and putrid," and Webster defined "putrid" as, "foul, morally corrupt, totally objectionable, highly improper."

In Colossians 3:8 Paul also wrote, "But now you must put off ... filthy language out of your mouth." The words "filthy language" come from one Greek word, aischrologia, which means "foul and obscene language," and Webster defined "obscene" as "indecent, repulsive, abhorrent, offensive to good taste and moral principles."

There are at least three ways in which we can be guilty of sinful speech or using corrupt communication or filthy language.

Profaning God's name is sinful speech.

In Leviticus 19:12 God stated, "'You shall not ... profane the name of your God: I am the Lord.'" The word "profane" means "to treat something sacred with abuse, irreverence, or contempt." So we're not to use God's name in an irreverent manner.

Deuteronomy 28:58 states, "Fear this glorious and awesome name, THE LORD YOUR GOD." And David wrote of God in Psalm 111:9 saying, "Holy and reverend is His name"; yet many people constantly profane God's name!

God's name is profaned when His literal name or anything associated with Him is used irreverently, usually as interjections. For examples...

  "God! Did you see that?"

  "Jesus! That hurt!"

  "Christ man! Don't you know any better?"

  "Lord! Won't that thing fall from there?"

  "Heavens! [or] Good Heavens! [or] For Heaven's Sake! What is that?"

  "Good! [or] Goodness! [or] For Goodness Sake! Do you mean it?"

  "Thank Goodness! [or] Goodness knows! It isn't true!"

  "Hades! [or] Hell! Yes, it's true."

  "My Word! [or] My Lord! Can you really do that?" 


You probably want to know how one can prove some of these words, which are simply associations with God, are profanations of God. Guy N. Woods, in his commentary on James 5:12, wrote that some of the Jews "avoided the use of God's name in their oaths by swearing by the handiwork of God--the heavens, the earth, the sun, the moon, and the stars. This, of course, did not excuse them, because all of these objects are the works of God; and to swear by them is still to invoke God. Hence, the following prohibition: "Swear not, neither by Heaven, nor by the earth, nor by any other oath."

With that in mind, notice more words by Jesus. In Matthew 23:16b He quoted what some were saying: "'"Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obligated to perform it."'" Then He answered that by saying, "'Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies the gold?.'" Then He quoted them again, saying, "'"Whoever swears by the alter, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to perform it."'" He then answered that by saying, "'Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift? Therefore [Jesus concluded], he who swears by the altar swears by it AND by all things on it. [And] He who swears by the temple, swears by it AND by Him who dwells in it. And he who swears by Heaven, swears by the throne of God AND by Him who sits on it.'" So…

Since even dictionaries tell us that these are oaths, such uses of the name of God or anything associated with Him is irreverent and sinful; we should avoid using the literal names and descriptive terms of God as well as the literal words of things associated with Him when not speaking to or about Him. But…

Most Christians don't use such names and words irreverently, they use God's name irreverently by the use of substitutions. God's name is profaned when His name or anything associated with Him is used euphemistically. Webster defined "euphemism" as "the substitution of a [more] agreeable or inoffensive expression for one that may offend or suggest something unpleasant." Here are some examples of euphemisms for God.

  "Gad" (as in gad bodkins) and "egad"

  "Gosh"

  "Dad" (as in dad gum & dad burn), denoting God the Father

  "Dog" (as in dog gone), simply God spelled backwards

  "Golly" (as in golly gee, good golly, & by golly)

  "Gum" (as in dad gum)

  "Gee" (as in gee whilikins & gee whiz) is a euphemism for Jesus. 


If we were to talk directly to God, we wouldn't use any of these words, we would use His literal name as Jesus demanded in Luke 11:2: "'When you pray, say, "Our Father."'" So to use God's literal name without talking to or about Him, or to use a euphemism for His name, is to "take the name of God in vain" (Exodus 20:7), and to "profane" it (Leviticus 19:12).

Someone once said, "Profanity is the effort of a feeble mind to express itself forcibly."

Using Obscene Words is Sinful Speech.

In Colossians 3:8 Paul commanded us to "put off ... filthy language." We are guilty of using obscene language when we use literal vulgar words in our speech. Due to their taboo nature, I can't mention many of these words, yet you know which ones they are. There are some words which aren't in and of themselves wrong, like the "B" words, yet become so when used as interjections (e.g. "Hell" in "Hell no!" and "devil" in "What the devil?"). Unlike the "S" word, the "F" word has always denoted something sinful: I read that it began as an abbreviation for "Fornication Under the Control of the King"—King Henry VIII.

A speech instructor once told me, "You aren't wrong for using such words, it's the fault of the hearer for associating them with dirty concepts," which completely ignores God's demands. However, as with the previous words discussed, most Christians don't use these words in their vocabulary, but use substitutions which bring the literal words to mind. So…

We are guilty of obscene language when we use euphemisms to denote the literal vulgar words. For examples...

  "Shoot, cow patties, and crap" are often used as euphemisms in the place of the "S" word.

  "Foot and shuck(s)" are often used as euphemisms for the "F" word.

  "Heck" is a euphemism for Hell.

  "Dickens and Deuce" are euphemisms for devil. 


Remember Philippians 1:27 where Paul wrote to "Let your conduct be worthy of the Gospel of Christ," and First Peter 2:12 where Peter commanded us to have our "conduct honorable among the heathen."

Someone wrote, "Language is the apparel in which our thoughts parade themselves before the public; therefore, let us never clothe them in vulgar or shady attire."

Lord Byron once said of someone, "He knew not what to say, and so he swore"; I hope we don't use such language just because we don't know what else to say.

Here are some good reasons why every self-respecting person should use vulgar language as often as he can.

  Because it is such an elegant way of expressing one's thoughts.

  Because it is such a conclusive proof of taste and good breeding.

  Because it is such a sure way of making one's self agreeable to friends.

  Because it is positive evidence of acquaintance with good literature.

  Because it is just what one's mother would enjoy having her son or daughter do.

  Because it would look so nice in print.

  Because it is such an infallible way of improving one's chances in the hereafter. 


Using Curse Words is Sinful Speech.

In Romans 12:14 the apostle Paul commanded the Romans, "do not curse." The word "curse" refers to "a prayer or invocation for harm or injury to come upon someone." The Bible often speaks of cursing (we'll not take the time to study all it says about it, just some verses which condemn it).

We can be guilty of cursing by using the literal curse words. There's only one word I know of which is considered a "taboo curse word"—"damn"; this word, as many of the present vulgar words of our vocabulary, is a biblical word which means, "to condemn to misery, whether eternal or temporary." So for one to say to another such things as, "Damn you" or "God (condemn) damn you" is to call upon God to bring some calamity or eternal misery on that person.

James 3:9-10 read, "With [the tongue] we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men who have been made in the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so."

No, most Christians don't use the word "damn," but they do, at times, use substitutes for it. We can also be guilty of cursing by using euphemisms denoting a curse. 

  "Darn" (as in darn him)

  "Dern" (as in dern him)

  "Dang" (as in dang him), and…

  "Blast" (as in blast him)… 


are all euphemisms for the curse word "damn," and the Bible clearly states, "do not curse."

Ogden Nash wrote this Ode to the Four Letter Words.

Banish the use of the four letter words
Whose meaning is never obscure
The Anglos, the Saxons, those bawdy old birds
Were vulgar, obscene, and impure.
But, cherish the use of the weaseling phrase
Which never quite says what it means;
You'd better be known for your hypocrite ways
Than vulgar, impure, and obscene.

Conclusion

Paul demanded of Titus in Titus 2:7-8, "In all things show yourself a pattern of good works ... sound speech which cannot be condemned."

Commenting on Ephesians 4:29, Barnes wrote, "'The passage of an impure thought through the mind leaves pollution behind it!' The expression of such a thought deepens the pollution on the soul and corrupts others. It is like retaining an offensive carcass above the ground to pollute the air and to diffuse pestilence and death, which should at once be buried out of sight. A Christian should be pure in his conversation. His Master was pure. His God is pure. The Heaven to which he goes is pure. The religion which he professes is pure. Never should he indulge himself in an obscene allusion; never should he retail anecdotes of an obscene character or smile when they are retailed by others."

Someone wrote this little account: A young man, suffering from cancer, was about to undergo an operation in one of the large hospitals in Scotland. When the surgeon had made a careful examination, he discovered that the only hope of saving the life of the patient was an operation which included the removal of his tongue. The young man was already in the operating room when the surgeon, in a tender and sympathetic way, explained to the sufferer, he would never again be able to speak and was asked whether there was anything he wished to say before the operation.

For a moment, a shadow crossed the brow of the young man as the thought that he would never again be able to preach in song or word for the Master whom he loved. But, soon the shadow passed, and a smile lightened up his face. He sat up, lifted his voice and sang the hymn, There is a Fountain Filled with Blood. Before the third verse was reached, not an eye of those who stood around the bed was dry. How he sang! For his heart was in the song. Then came the last verse:

Then in a nobler, sweeter song,
I'll sing Thy power to save,
When this poor lisping, stammering tongue
Lies silent in the grave.

Anesthetic was then administered, the operation was performed, but alas, the patient never regained consciousness. My prayer is that the hope which this young man possessed will so sanctify and consecrate our lives that we may sing with unswaying conviction:

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall ne'er lose its power,
Till all the ransomed church of God
Be saved to sin no more.

You know, it seems to me that there are just so many good things to say and sing, that we should never be able to find time to use our tongues for "filthy language." The tongue is an important tool God has given us to use for His glory, and this young man realized its importance, especially when he knew he wouldn't ever be able to speak again!
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