DATING AND MARRYING FOR CHRISTIANS

Mark Twain, the great American humorist, was deeply in love with Olivia L. Langdon. “Livy,” as he called her, was raised in a “Christian” home and possessed strong religious convictions. Mark, in spite of his love for Livy, was far from being an ardent believer, and yet, her “Christian” ideals seemed to have influenced him. They were married, and the humorist regularly asked a blessing on the food at the meals and joined in family worship. But this didn't last: one day Mark burst out, “Livy, I don’t believe in the Bible!” Gradually, Mark Twain’s unbelief exerted a deadening effect on his wife’s spiritual life; later, in a period of deep sorrow, he tried to strengthen her with the words, “Livy, if it comforts you to lean on the Christian faith, do so.” But alas, she replied, “I can’t...I don't have any.”

This situation and experience could easily happen to anyone, but it likely won't if Christians will follow the teachings of the Bible concerning dating and marrying only in the Lord.

Christians should marry only in the Lord because two cannot live together harmoniously unless they agree religiously.

Jesus said of a man and woman who become wedded, “The two shall become one flesh” (Matthew 19:5). This statement can be interpreted in two ways: as a statement of fact or as a command. Either way it's interpreted, one knows what God’s Will is: marriage partners are expected to act as one person! Adam Clarke wrote, “Not only...that they should be considered as one body, but also two souls in one body, with a complete union of interests, and an indissoluble partnership of life and fortune, comfort and support, desires and inclinations, joys and sorrows” (On Matthew 19:5). James McKnight wrote, “They shall be one in inclination and interest, and shall employ their bodies as if they were animated by one soul. This ought to be the effect of the conjugation” (on First Corinthians 6:16).

Paul obviously understood the contradiction between intermarriages and Christ’s teaching, for he wrote the following: “For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever” (Second Corinthians 6:14b-15)? Paul was probably thinking about the principle of God found in Deuteronomy 22:9-11: “You shall not sow your vineyard with different kinds of seed, lest the yield of the seed which you have sown and the fruit of your vineyard be defiled. You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together. You shall not wear a garment of different sorts, such as wool and linen mixed together.”  Besides, 

Amos rhetorically questioned, “Can two walk together unless they are agreed” (3:3)? In order to have a harmonious marriage, Christians must possess similar, spiritual goals. Paul must have had this in mind when he penned First Corinthians 7:15 about marriage: “If the unbeliever departs, let him depart; a brother or sister is not under bondage in such cases. But God has called us to peace.” A perfect example of a marriage with similar, spiritual goals is the marriage of Aquila and Priscilla. (Please read Acts 18:2, 18, 24-26, Romans 16:3-5, & First Corinthians 16:19.) They were both Christians. They had the same goal of spreading the Cause of Christ. They had the same goal of teaching the truth to anyone who was teaching falsehoods. They had the same desire of holding worship services in their home. They had the same desire of risking their very lives for Paul. Where would the church be today if not for the similar, spiritual purposes in the Christian marriage of Aquila and Priscilla? How many people would not be Christians today if not for the mutual goals of Aquila and Priscilla?

In order to have a harmonious marriage, the partners must be similar in nature—Christians. Just as God desired a literally alive person in the Old Testament times to avoid touching the literally dead, God surely doesn't desire for those spiritually alive to be in a union with those who are spiritually dead. Paul told the Ephesians that Christ had made them, who were dead in trespasses and sins, alive (2:1). He also wrote, “Reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to [not with] sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.... And don't present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God” (Romans 6:11 & 13). Just as the spirit of right should not conflict with the spirit of evil in our individual bodies, there shouldn't be a conflict of right and evil in the marriage body; think about the following passages in reference to the oneness to be found in the marriage body. (Please read Romans 7:15-24.)
To the Galatians, Paul wrote, “The flesh lusts against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish” (5:17). Instead of having such friction in a marriage body, Christians should be able to “praise the Lord together” (Psalm 34:3). Peter spoke of how that couples are meant to be “joint-heirs,” praying together with unhindered prayers (First Peter 3:7). Paul wrote, “The carnal mind is enmity (hostility) against God.... So then those who are in the flesh cannot please God” (Romans 8:7-8); then, in verse six, he said, “To be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” James wrote, “Do you not know that friendship [much less marriage] with the world is enmity (hostility) with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend [much less a spouse] of the world makes himself an enemy of God” (James 4:4). Jesus said to His disciples, “If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, I chose you out of the world, the world hates you” (John 15:19). And let’s not forget that Jesus once said, “‘My kingdom is not of this world’” (John 18:36), and since His kingdom is comprised of Christians, surely we can see why they should not be married to a member of this world’s kingdom.

Knowing that those of the flesh are carnally minded and can't please God, knowing that sinners are dead in sin and dead to God, knowing that being a friend, much less a mate, of someone who is of the world makes one an enemy of God, how can Christians even think about dating, much less marrying, a non-Christian or someone who isn't walking with the Lord, such as backsliders and those who worship wrong? In the light of these truths, how can there be a “love-affair” between a saved person and a lost one? As Jesus may have very well implied in John 15:19, if someone of the world loves a Christian, especially to the point of wanting to marry that person, perhaps that Christian has not really been chosen out of the world.

Like a triangle, it takes three to make a genuinely good Christian marriage: a Christian man, a Christian woman, and God. Taking this further, if there's one non-Christian spouse, then the Christian has Satan as his spiritual father-in-law: Jesus, speaking to some sinners, said, “You are of your father, the Devil” (John 8:44a). Further, having knowledge of the fact that Christ’s standard will divide even family members (Matthew 10:34-38), how can there even be a basis on which the Christian and the non-Christian can start a family. Many are deceiving themselves into thinking there can be unity between God’s people and Satan’s people, even though God said in the beginning that there would be hostility between Satan’s seed and that of the woman (Genesis 3:15). The only way there can be unity between these two types of people is if the Christian ceases to uphold the standards of Christ by refraining from wielding the Sword of the Spirit against the forces of evil; when he or she does this, that person has switched sides: Paul wrote, “Do not be partakers with them.... Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, rather reprove them” (Ephesians 5:7 & 11).

Christians should marry only in the Lord because God demands it.

Romans 12:9 reads, “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.” Or should it be read as, “Let love be with whom one wishes. Love what is evil. Cling to what is bad”?

Paul asked the Corinthians, “Do we not have the right to lead about a sister, a wife” (First Corinthians 9:5)? What could this infer except the opposite—we don't have the right to lead about a non-sister, a wife? Why would Paul bother to use the word “sister” to describe what kind of woman he had the right to lead about as a wife if it weren't important to God whether or not she was a Christian? 

Peter demanded Christians of the first century to save themselves from their crooked generation (Acts 2:40). How could they save themselves from it and at the same time marry one of its members? 

Second Corinthians six, verses 14a and 17 are clearly commands. Verse 14 is a general rule which Paul applied to the specific problem at Corinth: their sin was contrary to this rule. Nearly every scholar in this writer's library agrees with this: McGarvey, Barnes, Lipscomb, Shepherd, Ramsey, and others. B. W. Johnson wrote, “The unequal yoking covers the question of marriage between Christians and irreligious persons. The whole spirit of the Bible is against the practice. Marriages of the ‘sons of God’ with the ‘daughters of men’ caused the sins which brought on the flood (Genesis 6:1-7). Alien marriages were forbidden to Israel (Exodus 34:16 & Deuteronomy 7:3-4); this was the pit into which Samson fell (Judges 14:3); to this cause was due the fall of Solomon (First Kings 11:1-10); Ezra made the Jews put away alien wives (9:12), and in the discussion of the subject in First Corinthians 7, the whole implication is that intermarriage with unbelievers was out of the question.... The primary reference is to intermarriage.” M. R. Vincent, Greek scholar, wrote, “The reference is general, covering all forms of intimacy with the heathen, and not limited to marriage or to idol feasts.” Paul Butler, in his commentary, wrote, “There can be no other intimacy in human relations as deeply spiritual or as psychologically binding” as that of marriage (on Second Corinthians 6).

Paul wrote, “A wife is bound by law as long as her husband lives, but if her husband dies, she is at liberty to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord” (First Corinthians 7:39). Since the qualification “only in the Lord” applies to the marriage of a Christian widow, it certainly would apply to the first marriage of a Christian. If not, why not? Remember, God is not partial (Romans 2:11). God demanded His people to marry His people long before this, so it is no new thing: “Nor shall you make marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, nor take their daughter for your son” (Deuteronomy 7:3).

Christians should marry only in the Lord because the faithful could be influenced to apostatize.

Paul apparently alluded to this in First Corinthians 7:14: “The unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband; otherwise, your children would be unclean.” 

Paul also made the well-known statement, “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits (morals)’” (First Corinthians 15:33). This is no new thing, for, as stated earlier, God said in Deuteronomy 7:4, after demanding that His people only marry His people, “For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the anger of the Lord will be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly.” What is there that has really changed? Are Christians so strong that they won't be influenced to turn away from God? Every Christian can probably say that he or she knows someone who has been turned away from the truth because that person married either a non-Christian or someone who is no longer walking with the Lord, which would include members of the cups and classes churches of Christ.

Conclusion

These, approximately, 80 verses, clearly demonstrate that faithful Christians should only marry faithful Christians because two can't live together congenially unless they're agreed, God demands it, and marrying someone who is unfaithful to the Lord or who is an alien sinner will very likely influence the Christian to forsake God. 

After learning that he couldn't persuade his date to drink, use drugs, or compromise her beliefs about physical intimacy outside of marriage, a young man of the world asked, “What do you do for fun?” She replied, “I’ll tell you what I do for fun: I get up in the morning with a clear head. I remember what happened the night before and don’t feel ashamed about anything I did. I don’t worry about getting pregnant. I don’t go to work with a hangover. I face people without embarrassment, and to me, that’s fun!”
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