CONFESSION

The previous article considered repentance which is brought about by faith, because living faith is obedient. Another biblical step toward salvation, which faith also prompts one to take, is confessing Jesus as the Christ, God's Son.

What Is Confession?

The word "confession" simply means "to express agreement." God declared about Jesus, "'This is My beloved Son...'" (Matthew 3:17). So man confesses to this declaration. This is the confession of faith. For example, Peter said to Jesus, "'You are the Christ, the Son of the living God'" (Matthew 16:16).

However, in order to be sure the confession of faith is fully understood, one must recognize there is another confession found in the New Testament—the confession of sins. First John 1:9 states, "If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." This is not the confession demanded of someone in order to become a Christian: it is always and only demanded of erring Christians. In fact, John continued to say, "I write to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake" (First John 2:12). See, John was writing to people who had already become children of God, Christians. So people who want to become God's children are to confess that Jesus is God's Son, the Messiah; although they must, of course, realize that they are sinners and lost without God, they do not have to confess all their sins.

How Should One Make This Confession?

The example noted in Matthew 16:16 not only tells what the confession is, but it also demonstrates how to make it. It is to be made with the mouth before witnesses. "If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus Christ ... you shall be saved. For ... with the mouth confession is made unto salvation" (Romans 10:9-10).

Why Should One Make This Confession?

If one makes this confession, Jesus will confess him before God the Father; on the other hand, if one does not make this confession of faith, Jesus will deny him before the Father (Matthew 10:32-33). (Also note Luke 9:26.) On the truth of this confession (the fact that Jesus is God's Son the Christ) rests the church or the salvation of the entire world. (See Ephesians 5:23 and 1:22-23.) After Peter made his confession, Jesus said, "'On this rock [the truth of this confession] I will build My church...'" (Matthew 16:16-18). Furthermore, when one makes this confession, he is informing everyone that he owes his allegiance to Jesus Christ. Everyone who professes to believe that Jesus is God's Son/the Lord, puts himself under obligation to accept all His terms for mankind.

When Should One Make This Confession?

Some versions give another example in Acts 8:37; this passage shows that the confession is to be made before baptism. The Ethiopian was taught about Jesus; he then believed, confessed his belief, and was thereupon immersed (8:38).

One may note that, although we have seen one must believe, change his life, and confess Christ, none of these actions alone or even together culminate in salvation; something else is necessary, and we will consider it in the next essay.
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