FAITH

The previous essay concluded that since man is incapable of regaining his life and freedom which he lost in The Fall, he needs Jesus who has proven His abilities. This essay is directed toward discovering what Hebrews 5:9 means or includes by the concept of obedience to Jesus.

Listening Is Essential

In order to determine what we "must do," as many New Testament onlookers asked (Acts 2:37, 9:6, & 16:30), we must be willing to listen to what Jesus has to say: "How shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? .... Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God" (Romans 10:14 & 17). The faith of the Gentiles came in this fashion: Paul said, "You know ... that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the Word of the Gospel and believe" (Acts 15:7). Evidently, then, what comes after, or as a result of listening, is faith.

Faith Is Essential

Faith is one of the most talked about subjects in all the New Testament. The inspired apostle Paul spoke of it considerably in the book of Romans where he stated that "whatever is not of faith is sin" (14:23). Any action we execute must be by faith which comes by means of the Word of God (Romans 10:17). So whatever we do must find its authority in that Word. Faith, then, is very significant due to the fact that any action not authorized or demanded in the New Covenant of Jesus Christ is considered to be a sin. In other words, "we walk by faith and not by sight" (Second Corinthians 5:7). This fact explains why Paul also wrote, "Without faith it is impossible to please Him [God]" (Hebrews 11:6). Since sin is displeasing to Him, then He cannot be pleased without faith. There can be no doubt, then, that faith is essential to all acceptable service.

What Faith Is

If faith is so very important for us and to God, then we must have a clear understanding of what it is. The Bible again gives us the answer: "Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1). The New International Version reads, "Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see." However, this faith, Bible faith, includes action.

Faith and Obedience

Since James 2:19 says that "The demons also believe," then acceptable faith is not merely a mental assertion of a fact or facts. (Belief and faith are from the same original word in the Greek New Testament, referring to the same concept.) Although Jesus stated that faith itself is a work (John 6:29) and something that itself must be obeyed (John 8:24), it is dead without other works. In fact, this is the entire purpose of James' teaching in the second chapter of his letter: "Faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead" (James 2:17). "By works faith is made perfect" (James 2:22). And "as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also" (James 2:26). All that is meant by "works" is obedience. One can perfectly grasp this principle by simply replacing the word "works" with the word "obedience." (See Romans 16:26.) So the steps in the following articles are simply acts of obedience incited by faith.
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