THE GOSPEL OF AN ANGEL

Easter Sunday is the day Christendom has chosen as a reminder of the resurrection of Jesus. The word “Easter” is found only once in the King James Version of the Bible, Acts 12:4, where it's an obvious mistranslation from the Greek word pascha, the word for the Paschal Lamb or Paschal Supper or the Feast of “Passover,” as most translations so translate it. It isn't known for certain what the word “Easter” is derived from: it could be from an ancient name of a pagan goddess or from the Latin word albae meaning “white” (referring to the white clothing worn by the newly baptized at Easter observances) or even from a word as innocent as the German word eostarun meaning “dawn.”

According to Nancy Falk in the 1993 edition of the World Book Encyclopedia, “Easter celebrates the return to life of Jesus Christ, the founder of Christianity, after His Crucifixion.... Most Christians observe Easter on the first Sunday after the first full moon following the first day of Spring in the Northern Hemisphere. Thus the festival can occur on any Sunday between March 22 and April 25.”

Not only does Easter remind us of the resurrection of Jesus, but springtime does so as well. One Dr. Jowett said, “Never do I so intensely feel the pressure of the quickening Spirit as when I see the black hedgerows bursting with their flooding life into green and tender leaf. Never do I so realize the surging, encompassing energy of God's resurrecting presence. I can pray with more intimate and eager communion when the dominion of winter is breaking and the time of the singing birds is come.” Someone else wrote...

The yearly time of spring,
Of budding tree and blooming flower,
Which Nature's feathered laureates sing
In my cold ear from hour to hour.

Spreads all its wonders round my feet;
And every wakeful sense is fed
On thoughts that o'er and o'er repeat,
'The Resurrection of the Dead!'
~ Author Unknown

Regardless of the origin of the word “Easter,” just as Christmas reminds us of Christ's birth, so Easter and spring remind us of Christ's resurrection as well as that which obviously preceded it—His death and burial.

Romans 6:4-5 has some interesting jewels in it for us concerning the importance of Christ’s resurrection: They read, “We were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection.” Notice at least these two important points...

Christ’s resurrection is connected to our initial salvation, because we rise from the watery grave to “walk in newness of life” while still on Earth. (Cf. First Peter 3:21.) And...

Christ’s resurrection is connected to our living the Christian life, because, again, we rise from the watery grave to “walk [live] in newness of life.” Well...

Let’s move on now to our text: Matthew 28:1-8. We’ve heard of the Gospel of God, and we’ve heard of the Gospel of Christ. We’ve heard of the Gospel of Matthew, Gospel of Mark, Gospel of Luke, and the Gospel of John. Some of us have even heard the book of Romans referred to as the Gospel of Paul. But, today, I’d like to share with you THE GOSPEL OF AN ANGEL.

The angel gave a word of encouragement: The angel said, “‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified’” (verse 5).

Just the idea of coming to a tomb or a grave alone can be an eerie experience, but then to find that the tomb you approach is empty with an angel seated next to it ... imagine the fear they must have felt. Yes, “the guards shook for fear,” but the angel said to the women, “‘Do not be afraid.’”

Sinners, like those guards, should be afraid, but those who are spiritual sons and daughters of Abraham, who do good works like these women, need not be “afraid with any terror” (First Peter 3:6). They were not to be afraid because, as the angel said, “‘I know that you seek Jesus.’” Those who are intent on seeking Jesus won't be satisfied in finding angels; this great and holy angel who extremely frightened the guards didn't satisfy the seekers. Those who are sincerely seeking Jesus shall find, for Jesus Himself said, “‘Seek and you shall find.’”

They were not to be afraid because, as the angel said, “‘I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.’” If we seek Jesus apart from His crucifixion, we should fear, for only those who knew the crucified One found the risen One. Remember, it was only to His disciples that Jesus appeared after His resurrection. As we mentioned a moment ago with reference to Romans 6:5, if we refuse to die with Jesus, we won't rise with Him.

It's interesting to note that the angel seemed to be commending them for seeking One whom they thought didn't exist anymore; similarly, true believers love and seek Christ, not only though He was crucified, but because He was crucified!

The angel gave a word of startling announcement: The angel said, “‘He is not here, for He is risen, as He said’” (verse 6).

When Mary came back to the tomb later, she said to Jesus, who she thought was a gardener, “Tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away” (John 20:15). She still thought He was dead even after the angel told her that He had risen. Earlier, the angel had asked her, “Why do you seek the living among the dead” (Luke 24:5)?

There are still many on this vain search: seeking the right thing in the wrong place and seeking life among dead forms, dead works, and dead feelings—all wells without water, mere graves. To those who understand, believe, and seek Christ, His resurrection is a matter of comfort.

The angel seemed to wonder why she’d be surprised at something Jesus had predicted: He resurrected just “as He said,” and nothing could’ve held Him. It’s said that a four year old son of an undertaker was puzzled one Easter morning when he heard about the resurrection of Jesus. “Do you mean,” he asked, “that Jesus really rose up from the dead?” “Oh, yes,” the teacher said. The boy shook his head. “I know my daddy didn't take care of Him after He died, because He'd never have gotten up again!” But, as we just mentioned, nothing could’ve held Him: not embalming, not cremation, not even Hades itself, for Jesus said that “‘the gates of Hades [where He went after He died {Acts 2:31}] shall not prevail against it [against His rising again which would result in the establishment of His church]’” (Matthew 16:18).

Those who make images or pictures of Christ don’t seem to understand (or they’ve forgotten) that He is not here, but is risen; in other words, our communion with Him is spiritual, by faith in His Word (Romans 10:6-9). We must never forget to focus on the risen Lord just as we do the crucified Lord. On one occasion Michelangelo turned to his fellow artists and said with frustration in his voice, “Why do you keep filling gallery after gallery with endless pictures on the one theme of Christ in weakness, Christ on the cross, and most of all, Christ hanging dead? Why do you concentrate on the passing episode as if it were the last work, as if the curtain dropped down there on disaster and defeat? That dreadful scene lasted only a few hours. But, to the unending eternity, Christ is alive; Christ rules and reigns and triumphs!” 

Michelangelo was right. Even though the cross is vitally important because of the redemption Jesus accomplished for us there, we must not emphasize His death to the exclusion of His resurrection victory. We should think of Him in His glorified state due to His resurrection, not just one day a year, but also every other day.

We must seek Jesus with great reverence and humility, for He is risen, and God has highly exalted Him, giving Him a name which is above every name, so that every knee should bow before Him (Philippians 2:5-11).

We must also seek Him with a heavenly mind: When we're tempted to make this world our home and to say, “It is good to be here,” let’s remember that our Lord is not here, He is risen and ascended to Heaven; so “If then you were risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things of the earth” (Colossians 3:1-3).

The angel gave a word of tender invitation: The angel said, “‘Come, see the place where the Lord lay’” (verse 6).

According to the Syriac, the angel said, “‘Come, see the place where our Lord lay,’” demonstrating that Jesus is the Lord of angels as well as the Lord of men. The angel obviously wanted the women to not only remember that Jesus predicted His death, but also see for themselves that He fulfilled His own prophecy.

By way of reminder, at times we, by the eye of faith, need to come and see Jesus, His life, death, burial, and resurrection. We need to do this in order to remind ourselves of the following things.

His great humility: He who was once with the Father in Heaven then was laid in this borrowed (emphasis on “borrowed”) grave—the Son of God died and was buried!

His spotless character: Holy, harmless, and undefiled—no sin was in Him. Yet our iniquity was laid upon Him. He was without spot, yet was made a curse for us. He was crucified and slain!

His manifold suffering: Jeremiah prophetically recorded, “‘Behold and see if there be any sorrow like My sorrow’” (Lamentations 1:12). Likewise, Isaiah prophesied, “A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3).

His mighty power: “‘He is risen.’” Jesus Himself said He had power to lay down His life, and He had power to take it again (John 10:18). His death was voluntary; He died and rose again of His own volition and power.

His glorious victory: “Through death He” destroyed “him who had the power of death, that is, the devil” (Hebrews 2:14). And Paul wrote, “O death, where is your sting? O grave, where is your victory” (First Corinthians 15:55)? In leaving His grave clothes, He left all that belonged to sin, death, and the grave. He rose a glorified Savior! And...

Our own privileges and prospects due to His resurrection: He “was delivered up because of our offenses and was raised because of our justification” (Romans 4:25). Through His precious blood, a wide door has been opened for all, and the ladder of salvation reaches from Earth to Heaven or vice versa.

All these following questions have the same answer...

· What is it that gives a widow courage as she stands beside a fresh grave?

· What’s the ultimate hope of the cripple, the amputee, the abused, and the burn victim?

· How can the parents of brain-damaged or physically handicapped children keep from living their entire lives totally and completely depressed?

· Why would anyone who is blind or deaf or paralyzed be encouraged when he thinks of the life beyond?

· How can we see past the martyrdom of some helpless hostage or devoted missionary?

· Where do the thoughts of a young couple go when they finally recover from the grief of losing their baby?

· When a family receives the tragic news that a little daughter was found dead or their dad was killed in a plane crash, what single truth becomes their whole focus?

· What’s the final answer to pain, mourning, senility, insanity, terminal diseases, sudden calamities, and fatal accidents?


By now you've guessed correctly—the hope of eternal life with Christ because of His resurrection.

The angel gave a word of plain commission: The angel said, “‘Go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead’” (verse 7).

It's very probable, to say the least, that they could’ve been happy for the moment to entertain themselves with the sight of the empty sepulcher and talking to the angels. Indeed, it was good to be there, but they had something else appointed for them to do. Though they had the first taste of the good tidings, yet they must not have the monopoly of it; they must not hold their peace, but rather they must go and tell the disciples. The disciples of Christ must first be told the news, not the chief priests and Pharisees that they may be confounded, but the disciples that they may be comforted, because God desires the joy of His friends more than the shame of His enemies.

As noted by many scholars, as the woman being deceived was first in the transgression (First Timothy 2:14), so these women being informed by an angel were first in the reception of the news of the redemption from transgression through Christ's resurrection.

The angel's good news and exhortation was threefold: Fear not. Come and see. Go quickly and tell. “‘Christ is risen, and this is the glorious Gospel. Come and see it, and know the power of it; then go and tell it out, and go quickly, for the need is great.’” He is risen to save, so be entreated. He is risen to intercede, so be comforted. And He is risen to judge, so be warned. Lastly the angel said, “‘Behold, I have told you.’” In other words, “‘You be assured of it and depend on it; I, who dare not tell a lie, have told you.’” And remember, Paul, through inspiration, said that “the word spoken through angels proved steadfast” (Hebrews 2:2).

In times past, God was accustomed to make known His mind to His people by angels, but as He intended in the Gospel times to lay aside that way of communication, this angel was now sent to certify the resurrection of Christ to the disciples and so to leave it in their hands to be published to the world: as Paul said, “We have this treasure (the Gospel) in earthen vessels” (Second Corinthians 4:7). In saying, “‘Behold, I have told you,’” the angel, as it were, discharged himself from the blame of their unbelief if they should not have received his announcement. Likewise...

We who discharge our trust faithfully, may take comfort in that very idea, that whatever our success may be, we’ve done our duty: as Paul said to the Ephesian elders, “‘I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men, for I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God’” (Acts 20:26-27).

Conclusion

The Gospel of an Angel is indeed a glorious gospel! He did give a startling announcement, but he also gave a word of encouragement, a tender invitation, and a plain commission to go and tell.

Listen one more time: “Do not be afraid, for I know that you looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; He has risen, just as He said. Come and see the place where He lay. Then go quickly and tell His disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead!’” (Matthew 28:5-7, NIV).

So let’s never forget about the resurrection as one little boy almost did. A man was going down a street when in a store window he saw a very beautiful picture of the crucifixion. As he gazed spellbound at the vividly pictured story, he suddenly became conscious that at his side stood a young boy. The boy, too, was gazing at the picture, and his tense expression made the man know that “The Crucifixion” had really gripped the eager little soul. Touching the boy on the shoulder, the man asked, “Sonny, what does it mean?”

“Doncha know?” he answered, his face full of marvel at the man's ignorance. “That there man is Jesus, an’ them others is Roman soldiers, an’ the woman what’s cryin’ is His mother, an’,” he added, “they killed ‘im!”

The man didn’t want to move from in front of that impressive piece of artwork, but he had other things to do, so he turned and walked away. In a few seconds he heard footsteps on the street behind him, and there came rushing up the boy. “Say, mister,” he exclaimed breathlessly, “I almost forgot to tell you, but He rose again!”
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