The Fulfillment of Prophecy: Acts 3:19-24
So often, even among members of the Lord’s church, we hear people talk about “the signs of the times,” how that we’re approaching the fulfillment of what’s called “the end times,” as if no other time in history has been so bad as our time; however, it doesn’t take much reading in history to find that there have been folks in every generation since Christ who’ve seen these “signs of the times” and applied them to the end of the world. For most denominationalists, the end means that Jesus will come back here to set up a physical throne in Palestine to rule for a literal 1,000 years; then after that He’ll annihilate the lit-eral heavens and earth. For most members of the Lord’s church, the end means that we’re in that sym-bolic 1,000 year reign now and that Jesus will (soon) return to destroy the literal heavens and earth.
Having already studied some on prophetic language and the importance of interpreting it in the manner in which it was originally intended to be understood, let’s now discuss the timing of the fulfillment of prophecy, primarily as taught by Jesus and Peter.

1.
In Luke 21:20-21 Jesus said, When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its de-solation is near. Then let those in Judea flee to the mountains; let those who are in the midst of her depart; and let not those who are in the country enter her.

a.
What event was Jesus describing here? _____________________________________________


b.
From historical records, when did that event occur? ___________________________________

2.
In Luke 21:22 Jesus went on to say, These are the days of vengeance, that all things which are writ-ten may be fulfilled.

a.
What did Jesus say would occur at Jerusalem’s demise? ________________________________

b.
In what were these all things written? ______________________________________________

c.
Can one be consistent and believe that verses 20-21 occurred around AD 70, while at the same 


time not believe that all Old Testament prophecy has been fulfilled per verse 22? ____________
3.
In Acts 3:19-20a Peter said Repent and be converted that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord and that He may send Jesus Christ. 


The original term for “refreshing” is only used here in the Greek NT, but it’s used in the Greek OT once as well, in Exodus 8:15 where it’s translated as “relief,” which is what it means; this is the idea found in 2 The. 1:4-10 when Paul encouraged persecuted Christians [thlipsis, Christians “under pres-sure”] that they would experience rest [anesis, “relief from pressure”] when the Lord Jesus was re-vealed from Heaven to remove their troublers from His, and therefore their, presence. Read it.

After the Lord came with this “relief,” then they’d experience times of refreshing from the presence of God (“the Lord” in Acts 3:19 is [due to v. 20] obviously a reference to God the Father who would tabernacle with us, Rev. 21:3). So to be crystal clear here, according to Acts 3:19…

a.
When did Peter clearly imply that those “times of refreshing” would come for those to whom he



was speaking? ________________________________________________________________

b.
What were the times of refreshing and the coming of Jesus Christ contingent upon according to 



Peter, i.e. the repentance and conversion of whom? _______________________________ So…

c.
I can see how such matters would relate to the destruction of Judaism, but I can’t see how such 



matters would relate to the destruction of the literal heavens and Earth. Can you? ___________
4.
In Acts 3:21 Peter went on to say to this audience that Jesus must remain in Heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything as He promised long ago through His holy prophets (NIV). Inci-dentally, speaking of the OT tabernacle/temple, Paul said that It was symbolic for the present time … [and was] concerned only with … fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.

Of the term for “reformation” Vine’s says that it concerns “restoration, amendment, bringing right again” as in reconciliation; and the term for “restoration” it says refers to such things as “repairing a public way [road], the restoration of estates to rightful owners, [and the] balancing [as in the re-conciling] of accounts.” (Ironically, in Thayer’s lexicon the Greek word immediately preceding apoka-tastasis [“restoration”] is apokatallasso which means “to reconcile.”) Hence we can see that Paul’s “time of reformation” is equal to Peter’s “times of restoration” or the time of reconciliation when Paradise Lost would become Paradise Restored. So…

a.
When did Peter say Jesus would return? _______________________________________ And…

b.
What did Paul say would exist until that time? ________________________________________

c.
Does the temple still stand today? _____ If not, when was it destroyed? _______________ So…

d.
If someone denies that Peter, in Acts 3:19ff, was speaking of Jesus’ coming in AD 70, isn’t he 


also denying that we can be or are restored to or reconciled with God today? __________ And…

e.
Doesn’t this also imply that man’s restoration to or reconciliation with God actually wasn’t fully 


consummated at Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension? _____________________________
5.
In Acts 3:24 Peter, after quoting Moses in Deu. 18, went on to say, Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also foretold these days. This same apostle spoke of the same thing (perhaps that same day, cf. 3:1 w/ 2:15) in chapter two: As he was preparing to quote from Joel chapter 2 (which incidentally goes on in chapter 3 to prophesy of Jerusalem’s AD 70 demise), Peter said this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel (v. 16); and his quote began with the clause, And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God.

a.
To what generation did Peter apply the phrase “the last days” of Joel 2:28ff?____________ So…

b.
To what generation did Peter refer when he spoke of “these days” in Acts 3:24? _________ So…

c.
According to Acts, did Peter live in the last days, the days in which Jesus would return to reform, 



restore, and reconcile man to his previous relationship with his Creator? ______________ Now…
6.
Let’s get back to Luke 21: In verse 32 He said that This generation will by no means pass away till all things are fulfilled. So…

a.
What exactly did Jesus say would happen during that first century generation of time? ________



_____________________________________________________________________________


b.
What were these “all things” again according to verse 22? ______________________________
7.
In Luke 24:44 Jesus said to His apostles that These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Pro-phets and the Psalms concerning Me.
[For more info. on Acts 3  Heb. 9, see chapter 9 of Like Father, Like Son, by Don Preston.]

[Tony E. Denton, 8/08.]

Answers:

1a.
The destruction of Jerusalem
1b.
AD 70
2a.
All things would be fulfilled
2b.
The Old Testament
2c.
Certainly not
3a.
At the presence of the Lord
3b.
The Jews (the promised remnant needed to be weeded out)
3c.
No, I hope

4a.
When God decided it was time for the restoration of all things to be accomplished
4b.
The Temple
4c.
No / AD 70
4d.
Certainly
4e.
Certainly

5a.
His
5b.
His
5c.
Certainly

6a.
All things would be fulfilled.
6b.
Recorded prophecies
