Imminence in the New Testament
Since we don’t use the term “imminence” very often today, let’s begin our study by defining this word in order to be certain that we’re all on the same page regarding its meaning:


WordNet Dictionary (Princeton University) says it means “close in time.”


Kernerman’s English Multilingual Dictionary says it refers to something “likely to happen very soon.”


American Heritage Dictionary says it refers to something “about to occur.”


Webster’s Revised Unabridged Dictionary says it refers to “something about to happen.” And…

Random House Unabridged Dictionary says it refers to something “likely to occur at any moment” or to something “about to happen.” It also says that synonyms for it are “near” and “at hand.” So…
Let’s consider some statements made by Jesus and inspired authors of the New Testament in order to establish the truth of first century imminence.

1.
Matthew 10:22-23 record Jesus saying, You’ll be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved. But when they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For assuredly I say to you, you won’t have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.


a.
Who was Jesus speaking to? (Hint: See verse 5.) ________________________________ Now…


b.
According to verses 6-7 (and obviously to prepare them for their commission of Mark 16:15), Jesus told His apostles that they were to go to Israelite cities and preach the good news of the coming kingdom; then (in verse 22) He warned them that they’d be hated for this, but that they’d be blessed if they endured till the end (cf. Mat. 24:13-14). So, speaking of “the end,” what exactly did Jesus say would occur while they were still preaching in the cities of Israel?



_____________________________________________________________________________

2.
Matthew 23:36 records Jesus saying, Assuredly…, all these things will come upon this generation.


a.
To what generation of people was Jesus speaking: His, ours, or someone else’s? ____________


b.
What did He say would be fulfilled in that time? ______________________________________


c.
According to verses 13ff, what comprised “all these things”? ____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

3.
Matthew 24:34 records Jesus saying, Assuredly…, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things are fulfilled.


a.
To what generation of people was Jesus speaking: His, ours, or someone else’s? ____________


b.
What did He say would be fulfilled in that time (cf. Luke’s 21:22 account)? ___________________
4.
Matthew 26:64 records Jesus saying, Hereafter you’ll see the Son of Man … coming on the clouds of heaven. Since, according to Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon, the original term for “hereafter” (arti) is a word “properly marking time closely connected to the present,” it seems that the Contemporary English Version isn’t too far off when it records Jesus saying here, Soon you’ll see the Son of Man … coming on the clouds of heaven. Now…


a.
To whom was Jesus speaking? (Hint: See verses 62-63.) _______________________________


b.
What did Jesus say this man would see happen? ______________________________________
5.
Luke 21:36 records Jesus saying, Therefore watch and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass.


a.
To whom was Jesus speaking? (Hint: See 20:45.) _____________________________________

b.
What did Jesus say they’d be able to do? ____________________________________________

c.
Could we escape an end-of-the-world coming? _______________________________________ (Notice that this “escape” comment by Jesus was made after His “generation” comment, meaning that when Luke’s account is compared to Matthew’s account, one simply must see that even Jesus’ comments after Matthew 24:34 apply to the Destruction of Jerusalem, not to an end-of-the-world scenario.)
6.
In First Corinthians 7:29 Paul cautioned his audience, saying, Brethren, the time is short.

a.
The original term for “short” (sustello) means “to draw together, contract; to shorten, abridge … (the time has been drawn together into a brief compass) is shortened, 1 Cor. 7:29” (Thayer).

b.
First Corinthians 7 is Paul’s treatise on marriage, some of his remarks of which were based on a significant event which had as its precursor something he termed a “present distress” in verse 26; and if you’ll take the time to study what scholars and historians have to say about this verse, you’ll discover that the things which were transpiring at this time correspond very well to predic-tions of events which preceded the main event of AD 70. (By the way, this letter was penned around AD 55. [Dates in this study are usually based on Robinson’s Redating the New Testament.])
7.
In Philippians 4:5 (penned around AD 58) Paul said, The Lord is at hand.
8.
In First Thessalonians 4:15 & 17 Paul wrote, we who are alive and remain ‘til the coming of the Lord.

a.
To whom was Paul writing: people of his day or our day? _______________________________

b.
Did Paul believe that some of his audience would be alive when Jesus returned? _____________

9.
In First Timothy 6:12-14 Paul told the young man Timothy to Fight the good fight of faith … until our Lord’s appearing. And in Titus 2:12-13 Paul encouraged the young man Titus to Live soberly, righte-ously, and godly in this present age, looking for [expecting, cf. Thayer] the blessed hope and glori-ous appearing of Jesus. (These letters were penned around AD 56.)

a.
Doesn’t it sound as if Paul believed that Timothy and Titus would be living when their Lord re-



turned? ______________________________________________________________________

b.
If Paul didn’t believe Jesus would come in their lifetime, wouldn’t he more likely have said some-



thing like, “Fight the good fight until you die”? And “Live soberly, righteously, & godly until you 



die?” ________________________________________________________________________
10.
In Hebrews 10:37 Paul wrote, Yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and will not tarry. (This letter was penned around AD 67 (per Robinson), but I believe it was closer to AD 63.)

a.
The original is much stronger: “a very, very little while”; Diaglott: “a very little while indeed.”

b.
Does this verse sound like Paul expected Jesus to come back 2000 years later? _____________
11.
In James 5:8-9 (penned around AD 48) James said to his audience, The coming of the Lord is at hand, and Behold, the Judge is standing at the door! Likewise…
12. In First Peter 4:5, 7, & 17 (penned around AD 65) Peter wrote that Jesus is ready to judge the living and the dead, and that the end of all things is at hand, and that the time has come for the judgment to begin (the definite article before “judgment” is in the original).
{Since James’ letter and Peter’s letter were written at least 15 years apart, how is it that they could 
both make the same imminent statements? The answer is this: The main point is that all these first 
century men, Jesus included, meant for their generation (cf. Luke 21:36 [mello] w/ 21:32) to realize 
that they’d be the ones living when this judgment occurred!}
13.
In Second Peter 3:12-14 Peter wrote of looking for and hastening the coming of the day of the Lord.


a.
Peter used the term prosdokao (to expect) three times in this paragraph. And…

b.
The original term for “hastening” makes it even stronger: because of the persecution that Peter’s audience was experiencing, he chose the term speudo which means “to desire earnestly.”
14.
In First John 2:18 (penned around AD 65) John said, It is the last hour, and in 2:28 he told his audience to Abide in Christ, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.


a.
Of “the last hour” Thayer says, “the end of this age [note: he didn’t say ‘world’] and very near the return of Christ from Heaven, 1 Jn 2:18”; and if the interpreter is sure to remember John’s present tense, then this quote perfectly corresponds to preterist eschatology.


b.
Since John used the pronoun “we,” does verse 28 sound as if he, like Paul, expected the Lord to 



return while some of his audience members were still living? ____________________________
15.
In Revelation (penned in the mid AD 60s) there are a good 13 statements made about the imminence of the incidents mentioned therein such as events that will happen soon (1:1, NIV), the time is almost here (1:3, CEV), I am coming soon (3:11, NIV), there will be no more waiting (10:6, NCV), the time has come for God to judge (14:7, NCV), what must happen right away (22:6, CEV), & these things will happen soon (22:10, CEV).
[Tony E. Denton, 9/08.]

Answers:
1a.
His apostles
1b.
He would return

2a.
His
2b.
All these things
2c.
The seven woes
3a.
His
3b.
All these things

4a.
His high priest
4b.
Jesus return

5a.
His apostles
5b.
Escape all these things
5c.
No

8a.
His day
8b.
Yes

9a.
Of course it does
9b.
Of course he would’ve
10b.
Certainly not
14b.
Of course it does
