THE NEW BIRTH

Baptism, like repentance and confession, is an act prompted by true faith (Colossians 2:12).

What Is Baptism?

It would be very easy to list over 100 scholars who define baptism as submerging, plunging, dipping, and/or immersing. However, since the Bible is its own best interpreter, we can gather the same truth from it. Romans 6:4 and Colossians 2:12, for examples, use the word "buried" as a description of baptism: "We are buried with Him by baptism into death...," and "Buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through faith...." Matthew 3:16 and Acts 8:38-39 are examples of this burial, relating that these two men went down into water. Try using the phrase "jug of water" in the place of water in these passages and listen to how they sound.

Baptism Is a Command.

In Acts 10:48 Cornelius was commanded to be baptized if he wanted to be saved, just like the same apostle demanded of the audience in Acts 2:38. (Note: this was a command, so it was of necessity water baptism. Spirit baptism was a promise, not a command. Besides, Spirit baptism came on Cornelius as a sign from God even before this command.)

Baptism Places One Into Christ.

The only two verses in the entire Bible that inform one how to get into Christ, where salvation is, are Galatians 3:27 and Romans 6:4. Both these verses say that one is baptized into Christ. There is no other avenue by which one may enter into Christ or put Him on as a cloak for sin.

Baptism Qualifies One to Be Added to the Saved.

The Bible says that "Those who gladly received [Peter's] word were baptized" (Acts 2:41a). "The Lord added to the church [the saved, Ephesians 1:22-23 & 5:23] those who were being saved" (Acts 2:47b).

Baptism Is a Form of Doctrine, Freeing One from Sin and Making Him a Servant of Righteousness.

In the chapter dealing with water baptism, Paul said to the Roman Christians, "God be thanked that you were the servants of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became the slaves of righteousness" (Romans 6:17-18). Baptism has to do with death: "We were buried with Him through baptism into death" (Romans 6:4). Baptism has to do with a burial: "We were buried with Him through death" (Romans 6:4). Baptism also has to do with a resurrection: "If we have been planted [as in buried] together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection" (Romans 6:5, noting also Colossians 2:11-12). So baptism is a form of the doctrine or teaching concerning Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection (First Corinthians 15:3-4). And just as Christ only walked a new life after His death, burial, and resurrection, so man can only walk a new life after baptism (Romans 6:4).

Baptism, in a nut shell, is the concluding condition for receiving salvation: "This water [the water of the flood] symbolizes baptism which now saves you" (First Peter 3:21, NIV).

[Find more information on baptism as well as faith, confession, and repentance elsewhere on this website.]
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