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Matthew 16:13-16 says that Jesus … asked
His disciples, “Who do men say that I … am?”
So they said, “Some say John the Baptist,
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do
you say that I am?” And Simon Peter … said,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
This text shows that there were various beliefs about Jesus in the first century, and it’s
no different today; for example, let’s consider
a scenario of a conversation amongst 3 Joes:

Jesus was just
another prophet.
He was a good
teacher, but no
better than Jeremiah, Buddha,
or Mohammed.

Jesus is God’s
Son, exceeding
all others such
as Mohammed,
Buddha, & even
Jeremiah.

●

●

Now…
Meet Joe
Unitarian
Who Says…

Meet Joe
Believer
Who Says…

Blah,
blah,
blah.
●

Joe
Unitarian

Yada,
yada,
yada.
●

Joe
Believer

Now while these
two Joes discuss
the question of
who Jesus was,
each supporting
his position with
vigor, up walks a
seeker with no real
convictions about
the issue yet:

After listening to
these fellas for a
little while, he unloads his queries in
rapid succession:
●

Joe
Unitarian

●

Joe
Believer

●

Meet Joe
Skeptic

How can I know
who’s right? And,
even if I could know,
what difference
would it make in my
life today?
●

Joe
Unitarian

●

Joe
Believer

●

Joe
Skeptic

This really isn’t a hypothetical
conversation! This discussion
rages continually on campuses
around the globe today.
●

●

Joe
Unitarian

●

●

Joe
Believer

●

●

Joe
Skeptic

It was obviously very important to Jesus concerning who His disciples thought He was, so let’s answer the skeptic’s questions: How can we know
for sure who Jesus was? And what difference
would it make in our lives today anyway?
●

●

Joe
Unitarian

●

●

Joe
Believer

●

●

Joe
Skeptic

Jesus Claimed Straight Forward
That He Was God’s Son—The Lord.
He claimed it before many people while on Earth.
He claimed it before the apostles (John 14:9).
He claimed it before the Pharisees (John 8:19).
He claimed it before the high priest: When he
asked Jesus, Are you the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed?, Jesus said, I am (Mark 14:61-62). And…
The spectators at His cross quoted Jesus as saying, I am the Son of God (Mat. 27:43, cf. John 19:7).

Jesus’ claim to divinity has certain, undeniable conclusions:

Jesus Claimed to Be Divine,
Leaving Two Alternatives:

His Claim Was False,
Leaving Two Alternatives:

Or

He Didn’t
He Knew It,
Know It,
Making Him Or
Making Him A
A Liar & Not
Lunatic & Not
The Lord.
The Lord.

His Claim
Was True,
Leaving One
Alternative:

His Words
Were True,
Making Him
God’s Son—
The Lord.

These are the only 3 possibilities; there’s no
middle ground! So…
If people say, He was just a good man, their
theory falls.

If they say, He was just a good teacher, their
theory falls. And…
If they say, He was just a misunderstood genius,
their theory falls. So…

How can we know for sure who Jesus was
of the three: Liar, Lunatic, or Lord? Let’s
examine these three a little closer:

Could Jesus Have Been a Liar ?
If He were, then we have at least three serious
problematic consequences to deal with:
 Being a liar contradicts His noble character.
He always acted with love for people, e.g. healing their sick (Mat. 9:36), raising their dead (Mark
5:41), and even weeping with them (John 11:35).
He was a totally unselfish and benevolent servant
of the people (Mat. 20:28).

Could Jesus Have Been a Liar?
 Being a liar contradicts His noble character.
There wasn’t a hint of hypocrisy in Him; He practiced what He preached: even at the cross He
asked His Father to forgive His murderers.
If a liar would ever break down and tell people
what he thought of them, it would’ve been here in
this situation; but Jesus asked for them to be forgiven, being faithful to His character to the end!
These ideas just don’t mesh with His being a liar!

Could Jesus Have Been a Liar?
 Being a liar contradicts His platform.
If power & popularity had been His goals as a liar,
then He approached it 180° off. Why? Because He
was at odds with the Scribes & Pharisees (Luke
5:20-21), the high priest (Mark 14:60-64), and the
Jews in general (John 10:24-25 & 30-33)—the very
ones He needed on His side! So…
His claims of deity stirred up the authorities in a
negative way, precisely because it wasn’t a popular stand. Would a liar do this?

Could Jesus Have Been a Liar?
 Being a liar made Him a total fool, because
He died for His claims.
In John 19:7 the Jews said to Pilate, We have a
law, and by our law He ought to be put to death
because He made Himself the Son of God. So…

What Jesus was doing would’ve been suicide because He was far from being ignorant of the law;
in fact, it would’ve just been downright contrary
to His purpose as a liar.
So…

Jesus Claimed to Be Divine,
Leaving Two Alternatives:

His Claim Was False,
Leaving Two Alternatives:

He Knew It,
Making Him
A Liar & Not
The Lord.

He Didn’t
Know It,
Making Him A
Lunatic & Not
The Lord.

His Claim
Was True,
Leaving One
Alternative:

His Words
Were True,
Making Him
God’s Son—
The Lord.

But…

Could Jesus Have Been a Lunatic ?
Well, just as with His being a liar, there are at
least three serious problems with His being a
self-deluded escapee from the funny farm:
 A crazy man couldn’t have preached The
Sermon on the Mount. For examples…
Many religious leaders take the golden rule this
far: Don’t do to others what you don’t want them
to do to you;* Jesus, however, put it actively instead of merely passively: Whatever you want
men to do to you, do also to them. Besides this…

Could Jesus Have Been a Lunatic?
 A crazy man couldn’t have preached The
Sermon on the Mount. For examples…
Jesus indicated that perfection isn’t just loving
those who love us, but loving those who despise
us (Mat. 5:43-48).

He also taught that true purity isn’t just restraining ourselves from the act of adultery, but destroying the very thought of it (Mat. 5:27-28).

Could Jesus Have Been a Lunatic?
 A crazy man couldn’t have preached The
Sermon on the Mount. For examples…
Napoleon said of Jesus, He is truly
a being by Himself. His ideas and
sentiments, the truth that He announced, and His manner of convincing are not explained either by
human organization or by the nature
of things. His religion is a revelation
from an intelligence which is certainly not that of man.

Could Jesus Have Been a Lunatic?
 Multitudes of people wouldn’t follow a real
lunatic just to hear Him preach; yet we read
of this occurring often. In fact…
Once Jesus slipped away for a moment of meditation, but the disciples sought Him out, saying to
Him, Everyone is looking for You (Mark 1:37).
Officers were once sent to arrest Him, but they
returned empty-handed, saying that No man ever
spoke like this Man (John 7:36).
How could Jesus stun so many intelligent minds
and be so
?

Could Jesus Have Been a Lunatic?
 He had a sharp mind for a lunatic.
When the Scribes and Pharisees brought the
woman in adultery, they tried to trick Jesus, but
His answer condemned them all (John 8:4-7).
He silenced the Pharisees with His question:
What do you think about the Christ? Whose Son
is He (Mat. 22:42)? Verse 46 then says that No
one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that
day on did anyone dare question Him anymore.
Could Jesus have been that sharp and still be
insane? I think not!
So…

Jesus Claimed to Be Divine,
Leaving Two Alternatives:

His Claim Was False,
Leaving Two Alternatives:

He Knew It,
Making Him
A Liar & Not
The Lord.

He Didn’t
Know It,
Making Him A
Lunatic & Not
The Lord.

His Claim
Was True,
Leaving One
Alternative:

His Words
Were True,
Making Him
God’s Son—
The Lord.

But let’s don’t base our conclusion solely on the
negative—the impossibility of these theories;
let’s consider the affirmative by asking…

Does Evidence Support Jesus’
Claim? Yes Indeed It Does!
 There’s the evidence of fulfilled prophecies.
One sixth of the Bible is prophecy, and over 300
of those prophecies predict the Christ.
Jesus said, Don’t think that I came to destroy the
law or the prophets. I didn’t come to destroy, but
to fulfill. For assuredly I say to you, till heaven
and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by
no means pass from the law till all be fulfilled
(Mat. 5:17-18).
And…

Evidence Supporting Jesus’ Claim
 There’s the evidence of fulfilled prophecies.
They weren’t always general prophecies either.
The Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem, and Jesus
was (Mic. 5:2 > Mat. 2:1).
He was to be preceded by a messenger, and Jesus was
(Isa. 40:3 > Mat. 3:1-2).

He was to enter Jerusalem on a donkey, and Jesus did
(Zec. 9:9 > Luke 19:35-37).
He was to be betrayed by a friend, and Jesus was (Psa.
41:9 > Mat. 10:4).
He was to be sold for 30 pieces of silver, and Jesus was
(Zec. 11:12 > Mat. 26:15).

Evidence Supporting Jesus’ Claim
 There’s the evidence of fulfilled prophecies.
They weren’t always general prophecies either.
The money was to be cast down in the temple, and it
was (Zec. 11:13 > Mat. 27:7).
The money was to be given for a potter’s field, and it
was (Zec. 11:13 > Mat. 27:7).

The Messiah was to be silent before His accusers, and
Jesus was (Isa. 53:7 > Mat. 27:12).
His hands & feet were to be pierced, and Jesus’ were
(Psa. 22:16 > Luke 23:33).
He was to be crucified with transgressors, and Jesus
was (Isa. 53:12 > Mat. 27:38).
Now…

Evidence Supporting Jesus’ Claim
 There’s the evidence of fulfilled prophecies.
What significance do just these ten prophecies
have on the deity of Jesus? Simply this: If over
300 prophecies could find their fulfillment in one
man, it can’t be just a fluke; rather, there must’ve
been a divine hand behind Jesus (Isa. 48:3 & 5).
Peter Stoner (in his book Science Speaks) calculated the probability of one man fulfilling just
these ten prophecies: his conclusion was one
chance in one hundred quadrillion (a 1 with 17
zeros: 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000). But…

Evidence Supporting Jesus’ Claim
Here’s what it’d be like if we spoke of one man fulfilling all
300 prophecies: 1 chance in 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000. That’s 510 zeros! I.e.,
it’d be impossible unless Jesus was who He claimed to be!

Evidence Supporting Jesus’ Claim
 There’s the evidence of the empty tomb.
Jesus is the only religious leader who
rose from the dead; without His resurrection, Christianity would be worthless.
Not only were there eye-witnesses to His death,
there were also literally hundreds of eye witnesses to His life after death (1 Cor. 15:3-8). And…
The strongest evidence for the trustworthiness
of these witnesses is that many of them died for
their belief in Christ’s resurrection—they were
that sure!

Evidence Supporting Jesus’ Claim
 There’s the evidence of the empty tomb.
In 1846, Simon Greenleaf, the professor of law at
Cambridge University wrote a book (An Examination of the Testimony of the Four Evangelists
by the Rules of Evidence in the Courts of Justice)
in which he demonstrated that the eye-witnesses
of the appearance of Jesus would prove His resurrection in a court of law. So…

No wonder Luke said that it was verified & confirmed with many infallible proofs (Acts 1:3).

Evidence Supporting Jesus’ Claim
 There’s the evidence of the empty tomb.
Besides New Testament people, there are the witnesses of historians and even critics.
Flavius Josephus (who was not a Christian) wrote,
There was … Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to
call Him a man, for He was a doer of many wonderful works, a teacher of … men, as receive the truth
with pleasure. He drew over to Him many Jews and also
many of the Greeks. This man was the Christ. And when
Pilate had condemned Him to the cross, upon His impeachment by the principle men among us, those who
had loved Him first did not forsake Him, for He appeared to them alive on the third day.

Evidence Supporting Jesus’ Claim
 There’s the evidence of the empty tomb.
Besides New Testament people, there are the witnesses of historians and even critics.
Two able men, Gilbert West & Lord Littleton, determined
to attack the very core of Christianity: Littleton was to
prove that Saul of Tarsus was never converted, and
West was to prove that Jesus did not rise from the dead.
Sometime later, they met to discuss their findings; both
were a little hesitant, for they had come to similar and
disturbing conclusions, independently: Littleton found
that Saul really did become a radically new man thru his
conversion, while West found that the evidence pointed
unmistakably to the fact that Jesus really did resurrect.

Evidence Supporting Jesus’ Claim
 There’s the evidence of the affect and effect
of Jesus on the world.
Our dates center around Jesus: BC means Before
Christ, while AD means In the Year of Our Lord.
Millions around the world cease work once a week
to worship Him.
His teachings have gone to every society, though
He Himself never left His country.
Even a pagan holiday has taken Him and based
itself around His name—Christ – mass.

Evidence Supporting Jesus’ Claim
Philip Schaff * summed it up: This Jesus of
Nazareth, without money and arms, conquered more millions than Alexander, Caesar, Mohammed, and Napoleon; without
science and learning, He shed more light on things
human and divine than all philosophers and scholars combined; without the eloquence of school, He
spoke words of life as were never spoken before or
since and produced effects that lie beyond the reach
of orator or poet; without writing a single line, He
sets more pens in motion and furnished themes for
volumes, works of art, and songs of praise than the
whole army of great men … ancient and modern.

Evidence Supporting Jesus’ Claim

So prophecies, the empty tomb, and His
effect on the world all agree in their conclusion: Jesus was no mere man! He
must’ve been who He claimed to be:
God’s Son, the Messiah, the Lord, bringing us to our real or our most important
question of all:

So What? What Difference Will
Believing In This Jesus Who Lived
2,000 Years Ago Make In My Life?
Well, it’d make an enormous difference if we
just realize two great truths:
 God Became a Man … so that we could understand Him, so that we could identify with
Him and He with us.

What Difference Does It Make?
 God Became a Man … so that we could understand Him, so that we could identify with
Him and He with us.
The story goes that on a stormy Sunday morning,
a wife encouraged her skeptical husband to go to
church with her. He lowered his paper, replying,
“Ah! Come on! Who could believe in a God like
yours? Imagine, God becoming a man! It’s ridiculous! You go ahead; I’m staying right here.”

What Difference Does It Make?
After his wife left, he heard what he thought was a
knock on the door, but there was no one there. As
he was returning to his chair, his eye caught a pitiful sight: outside his picture window on the snow
there must have been a dozen birds that had lost
their way in the blizzard-like weather; while looking
for a place of shelter, they spied the inside of the
skeptic’s house only to fly into the glass. And now,
wobbling around like a bunch of drunks, they were
trying to gain their senses.

What Difference Does It Make?
Seeing their helpless situation, the skeptic felt compassion for the birds, so he decided to find them
shelter. “The barn’s a good place. Now if I can just
guide them over to it, they’ll be safe until the storm
blows over. Let’s see: I’ll open the doors and shoo
them toward the opening. Oh no, they’re scattering.
What else can I do? I know, I’ll turn the barn light
on.” But after turning on the light and trying to shoo
them toward it again, he asked, “What’s wrong with
you crazy birds? Can’t you see the light? I know
what they need: they need a path to the barn! I’ll
make one with bread crumbs.” So he made a path,
but they didn’t seem to understand. Finally…

What Difference Does It Make?
After several useless attempts, the now cold & wet
skeptic, exclaimed in exasperation, “Why don’t you
stupid birds go to the safety of the barn? Why don’t
you cooperate? Must I do everything? I’ve given you
light and a path. Now do I have to become a bird to
… to make you understand!?” NOW he understands!
So he says to himself, “We’re like those birds: we
could search forever and never find salvation. So
God became a man to say, ‘Hey! Salvation is this
way! Follow Me!’ How stupid could I have been?”

What Difference Does It Make?
 God Became a Man … so that we could understand Him, so that we could identify with
Him and He with us.
This is what Jesus meant when He said, I am the
Way, the Truth, and the Life; no man comes to the
Father except by Me (John 14:6).
He understands our temptations because He was
one of us, yet remaining sinless (Heb. 4:15). So…
God became a man so that we could see salvation with our own eyes. The second truth, though,
is even more amazing:

What Difference Does It Make?
 God Died!
See, God just doesn’t do that! He’s not that vulnerable! But He made Himself that vulnerable by
choice. Something happened that day which will
never happen again: God Died!

God wouldn’t die unless there was a good reason
to, and that reason is man.
Reincarnation is a lie: this is our one and only
life! So Jesus died for us, the only “us” that will
ever exist! Jesus died to make us more than useless sinners—He died to make us into new people.

What Difference Does It Make?
Realizing these two truths (viz. God became a
man and died) will make a difference in our
lives; Saul of Tarsus is a good example for us.
He was the most zealous and righteous of Jews,
and he was driven as if by rage to destroy Christianity, because he was fighting what he thought
was a mere man and His doctrines. But…
He himself became an apostle of Jesus, known
later as Paul—one who endured pain & reproach
to broadcast the very name of Jesus.

What Difference Does It Make?
Realizing these two truths will make a difference in our lives, and Saul of Tarsus is a good
example for us.
What made a difference in Saul? The
Damascus Road experience changed
his thinking, for that’s where he was
forced to deal with the two facts that
Jesus is God and that He died for him.
Paul later wrote, The life I now live in the flesh, I
live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and
gave Himself for me (Gal. 2:20).

What Difference Does It Make?
Realizing these two truths will make a difference in our lives, and Saul of Tarsus is a good
example for us.
Here’s his story: I thank Jesus our Lord who has enabled
me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the
ministry, although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did
it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith & love which are in Christ
Jesus. This is a faithful saying & worthy of all acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners of
whom I am chief. However, for this reason I obtained mercy
that in me first Jesus might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who will believe on Him for everlasting life.

What Difference Does It Make?
As a little boy was playing
At the neighbor's house one day,
Suddenly his face grew sad & still.
Two men were in discussion,
And Tommy heard one say,
There’s no God, and Jesus isn’t real.
“Please don’t tell my daddy,
“Jesus isn’t real;
“Please don’t make him like he was before.
“Since Jesus saved my daddy,
“He’s good to me & Bill;
“And he don’t hurt my mommy anymore.
“He used to come home drinking,”
Little Tommy went on to say,
“And me & Bill would have to run & hide.

What Difference Does It Make?
“But now we are so happy
“When he comes home every day,
“And we don’t have to hear our mommy cry.”
The room was filled with silence,
And tears filled the eyes
Of two men shaking hands as they depart.
They walked away so sadly
At little Tommy’s cry,
His words still ringing in their hearts.
“Please don’t tell my daddy,
“Jesus isn’t real;
“Please don’t make him like he was before.
“Since Jesus saved my daddy,
“He’s good to me & Bill;
“And he don’t hurt my mommy anymore.” So…

What Difference Does It Make?
God died to make us better people and
to save us from eternal separation from Him.
So does it matter what we believe about
Jesus? It certainly does! The sin of unbelief
will condemn more people than any other sin.
God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.
For God did not send His Son into the world
to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved (John 3:16-17).

