
Ten Attributes of

The Word of God.

Let’s Discuss…

Let’s Begin By Reading…

Second Timothy 3:15—4:2.

Adapted/Revised by Tony E. Denton in May of 2007 from a sermon by Wendell Winkler, 1978. ASiteForTheLord.com.



15From childhood you have known the holy 

Scriptures which are able to make you wise 

for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
16All Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, 

correction, and instruction in righteous-

ness 17that the man of God may be com-

plete, thoroughly equipped for every good 

work. 1aI charge you therefore…. 2Preach 

the Word! Be ready in season and out of 

season. Convince, rebuke, and exhort with 

all longsuffering and teaching.



SIMPLE

Paul said that Timothy knew 

God’s Word from childhood.

Second Timothy 3:15—4:2
Teach that God’s Word Is…



In one of the few recorded prayers

of Jesus, we read where He said,

I thank You, Father, Lord of Heaven 

and Earth, because You have hid-

den these things from

the wise and prudent

and have revealed them

to babes (Mat. 11:25).



David stated that God’s Word gives 

understanding to the simple (Psa. 

119:130) and that The testimony of 

the Lord is sure, making wise the 

simple (Psa. 19:7). Our text even 

says that the Holy Scriptures … are 

able to make you wise (2 Tim. 3:15).

How comforting it is to know that 

anything we must understand in 

order to make it to Heaven has been 

revealed in God’s Word in plain, 

simple, and unmistakable language.



KNOWABLE

Paul said that Timothy

knew God’s Word.

Second Timothy 3:15—4:2
Teach that God’s Word Is…



Jesus once said that God’s Word is 

truth (John 17:17) and that we can 

know the truth (John 8:32a).

He also said, If anyone wants to do 

[God’s] will, he shall know concern-

ing the doctrine (John 7:17a).



Paul said, by revelation [God] made 
known … the mystery (as I wrote be-
fore in a few words, by which, when 
you read, you may understand … the 
mystery of Christ)… (Eph. 3:3-4).

Peter taught that it’s through the 
knowledge of the Lord that we es-
cape the pollutions of the world and 
that it’d be better not to even come 
to know the way of righteousness 
than to do so and turn from it (2 Pet. 
2:20-21).



Here are some interesting analogies 
to show that the truth, God’s Word, 
can be known: To claim that truth 
can’t be known, as some affirm, is 
like saying that…

~ it’s food which can’t be digested
(1 Pet. 2:1-2);

~ it’s a sword which can’t be wielded
(Eph. 6:17);

~ it’s a lamp which doesn’t give light 
(Psa. 119:105); and…

~ it’s a mirror which casts no reflec-
tion (James 1:23-25).



Second Timothy 3:15—4:2
Teach that God’s Word Is…

HOLY

Paul said that Timothy knew 

the holy Scriptures.



God is holy (1 Pet. 1:16), so obvious-

ly His Word shares His nature. Paul 

said, the Gospel which was preached 

by me is not according to man, for … 

it came through the revelation of Je-

sus Christ (Gal. 1:11-12). And…

Since God’s Word has God as its 

source, then it’s spoken of as the 

Word OF God throughout the Bible 

(e.g. Luke 8:11-12, Rom. 10:17, Eph. 

6:17, Titus 2:5, & Heb. 4:12).



Since God’s Word is holy as He is 

holy, then it must not be profaned; 

rather it must be held in reverence: 

David once wrote, My heart stands in 

awe of Your Word (Psa. 119:161).

Since God’s Word is holy, then we 

can’t afford to trifle with it. God has 

never allowed man to trifle with any-

thing holy; Moses, for example, had 

to take his shoes off when he stood 

on the holy ground where God de-

livered to him His Word (Exo. 3:5).



God meant exactly what He said and 

said exactly what He meant, and the 

examples of Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 

10:1-7) and Uzzah (2 Sam. 6:1-11) 

emphasize this very vital point: they 

died for trifling with God’s Word.

Though wicked as he was, Balaam 

spoke wisely when he said, I cannot 

go beyond the Word of the Lord my 

God to do less or more (Num. 22:18).



Since God’s Word is holy, sharing in 

God’s very nature, then we can con-

clude that God and His Word are in-

separable. As someone said…

We can’t separate…

~ the prophet from his proclamation,

~ the Lord from His legislation,

~ the Master from his mandates,

~ the Christ from His commands, or

~ Jesus from His judgments.



The incarnate Word and the written 

Word are inseparably joined, and 

what God has joined together, let not 

man separate (Mat. 19:6); so Jesus 

said, If you love Me (the incarnate 

Word), keep My commandments (the 

written Word) (John 14:15).

As the fourth Gospel account begins, 

In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. … And the Word 

became flesh (John 1:1 & 14).



Second Timothy 3:15—4:2
Teach that God’s Word Is…

POWERFUL

Paul said that Timothy knew 

the Scriptures which are able.



The Bible has many references that 
affirm its great power, but here are 
three of Paul’s:

~ The weapons of our warfare are … 
mighty in God for pulling down 
strongholds (2 Cor. 10:4), and one 
of those weapons is the Sword of 
the Spirit—God’s Word (Eph. 6:17).

~ God’s Word is … powerful, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the division of soul & spirit 
and of joints & marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts & intents 
of the heart (Heb. 4:12).          And…



God’s written Word is no less power-

ful than His spoken Word!

~ In Genesis 1 we read nine times 

where it says, And God said; and 

when God spoke for something to 

happen, it happened!

~ Paul said that the worlds were 

framed by the Word of God (Heb. 

11:3), and Peter said that by the 

Word of God the heavens were of 

old (2 Pet. 3:5a).                        

So…



We need to have faith in the ability of 
God’s Word, because it (and it alone) 
has the power to accomplish every 
moral & spiritual change necessary 
in the lives of men: the power…

~ to convert (Psa. 19:7),
~ to spiritually resurrect (Psa. 119:50),
~ to give light (Psa. 119:105),
~ to give understanding (Psa. 119:130),
~ to liberate (John 8:32),
~ to cleanse (John 15:3),
~ to sanctify (John 17:17),
~ to convict (Acts 18:28),
~ to save (Rom. 1:16),
~ to produce faith (Rom. 1:17),
~ to reconcile (2 Cor. 5:19-20), and…
~ to beget (James 1:18).                   Then…



In the familiar and comprehensive 

passage of Romans 1:16-17, Paul 

taught that the Gospel of Christ … is 

the power of God to salvation for 

everyone who believes…. In it the 

righteousness of God is revealed….



Let’s consider what all Romans 1:16-

17 say the Gospel is: it’s…

~ power,

~ exclusive power: the power,

~ divine power: of God,

~ soul-saving power: to salvation,

~ universal power: to everyone,

~ conditional power: who believes, &

~ revealing power: for in it is the 

righteousness of God revealed.

Next…



Second Timothy 3:15—4:2
Teach that God’s Word Is…

SOUL-SAVING

Paul said that Timothy knew 

the Scriptures which are able 

to make one wise for salvation.



Cornelius called for Peter to tell him 

words by which he and his house 

could be saved (Acts 11:13-14).

James said that the Word is able to 

save our souls (James 1:12).

Paul wrote, I declare to you the Gos-

pel ... by which you are saved (1 Cor. 

15:1-2). And…

As just mentioned, Romans 1:16 de-

clares that the Gospel of Christ … is 

the power of God to salvation….



Actually, the Greek tenses of 2 Tim. 

3:15 teach that God’s Word keeps on 

saving.

David said to God, Your Word have I 

hidden in my heart that I might not 

sin against You (Psa. 119:11).

Even Jesus used Scripture to keep 

Him from yielding to Satan’s person-

al temptations to sin (Mat. 4:1-11).



John told us that, because of God’s 

Word, the child of God doesn’t con-

tinue living the old life of sin which 

was characteristic of him before he 

became a child of God (1 John 3:9).

A mother once wrote in the flyleaf of 

her son’s Bible as he was leaving 

home: This little book will keep you 

from sin, and nothing but sin will 

keep you from this little book.



Since God’s Word is His exclusive 

soul-saving power, we can readily 

reach the following conclusions:

~ We don’t need to expect a direct 

operation of the Holy Spirit in the 

process of converting us or in aid-

ing us to remain Christians. And…

~ We must preach the Gospel! As the 

old song says, Where sin has gone, 

God’s grace must go! The Gospel 

is for all!



Second Timothy 3:15—4:2
Teach that God’s Word Is…

WRITTEN

Paul said that Timothy knew 

the holy Scriptures.



The term Scriptures is Latin in origin, 

having reference to the act or product 

of writing (Webster),* which is why 

Paul could say that he wrote … in … 

words so that the recipients of his 

letters could understand (Eph. 3:3-4).*

Cf. script, scribe, scribble, etc.



As mentioned earlier, just because 

it’s in written form doesn’t mean that 

God’s Word is any less powerful 

than His spoken Word; according to 

His usage of God’s Word in written 

form, Jesus certainly believed in the 

power of it, which is why He used the 

repetitious statement It is written

when battling Satan’s temptations 

(Mat. 4:1-11).



One significant point to consider is 

that the very fact God’s Word is in 

written form indicates that it’s meant 

to be read and studied! Otherwise, 

why put it in such a form?

In its sacred pages we’re constant-

ly admonished to read it (Col. 4:16,

1 The. 5:27, Rev. 1:3, et. al.). And…

Jesus expects no less of us, for He 

once asked, Did you never read in 

the Scriptures… (Mat. 21:42)?



Second Timothy 3:15—4:2
Teach that God’s Word Is…

INSPIRED

Paul said that Timothy knew 

the Scriptures which were 

given by inspiration of God.



The Bible is verbally inspired. Jesus 

promised the apostles that what they 

spoke would be inspired in this way: 

When they deliver you up, do not 

worry about how or what you should 

speak; for it will be given to you in 

that hour what you should speak, for 

it is not you who speak, but the Spirit 

of your Father who speaks in you

(Mat. 20:19-20).



If God’s Word (the Bible) is not ver-

bally inspired, then how do we ac-

count for the fact that the writers of it 

sometimes wrote things that they 

didn’t understand (1 Pet. 1:9-11)?

The word inspire means breathe, the 

very bodily function necessary for 

speaking; so the idea of the Bible 

being inspired of God means that it 

was God-spoken.



Jesus endorsed the entire Bible as 

being inspired of God: In Luke 24:44

He endorsed the Old Testament as 

being inspired, saying, These are the 

words which I spoke to you while I 

was with you, that all things must be 

fulfilled which were written in the 

Law of Moses and the Prophets and 

the Psalms concerning Me.

And…



In John 16:13 He endorsed the New 

Testament as being inspired even 

before it was written: When He, the 

Spirit of truth, has come, He will 

guide you into all truth; for He will 

not speak on His own authority, but 

whatever He hears He will speak, and 

He will tell you things to come.



The Bible claims inspiration for itself 

as well: Over 2,000 times biblical 

writers (not just one, but various of 

them) declared the origin of their 

messages with the clause Thus saith 

the Lord or other similar clauses; in 

the prophets alone such expressions 

occur 1,300 times. Then there’s our 

text, of course, which claims that the 

Bible is inspired.

Now…



Since the Bible is the word for word 

inspired revelation of God’s Will, we 

must then…

~ Obey every command that’s to us, re-

gardless of how foolish it may seem;

~ Trust every promise that’s to us, regard-

less of how impossible it may seem;

~ Fear every threat that’s to us, regardless

of how unwise it may seem; and…

~ Believe every account in it, regardless 

of how unlikely it may seem.



Second Timothy 3:15—4:2
Teach that God’s Word Is…

PROFITABLE

Paul said that Timothy knew 
the Scriptures which are pro-
fitable for doctrine, reproof, 
correction, [and] instruction

in righteousness.



In Jeremiah’s day, The prophets pro-

phesied by Baal & walked after things 

which don’t profit (Jer. 2:8); how dif-

ferent it is if we walk after precepts of 

God whose Word is profitable for…

~ teaching in all matters pertaining to life

(cf. 2 Pet. 1:3),

~ correcting every false doctrine,

~ straightening every crooked path, and…

~ instructing in any & all particulars which 

are right and necessary.



Second Timothy 3:15—4:2
Teach that God’s Word Is…

SUFFICIENT

Paul said that Timothy knew 
the Scriptures which were 
given that the man of God

may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.



The sufficiency of God’s Word is one 

of the recurrent themes of the Bible: 

Jesus told the apostles that the Holy 

Spirit would teach them all things

(John 14:26) and guide them into all 

truth (John 16:13), and Jude spoke 

of the faith which was once for all 

[time] delivered (Jude 3).

God’s Word is so self-sufficient, in 

fact, that it strongly forbids any addi-

tion, subtraction, or modification to it 

(Rev. 22:18-19, et. al.). Accordingly…



There are some things we need not 
expect: since God’s Word is com-
plete, full, final, and sufficient, then 
we need not look for…

~ any subjective experience,
~ any further revelation,
~ any miraculous demonstrations, or
~ any direct operation of the Spirit.

In fact, a firm and unswerving belief 
in the Bible’s sufficiency automati-
cally takes care of many of the cur-
rent false doctrines present outside 
and inside the church. Lastly…



Second Timothy 3:15—4:2
Teach that God’s Word Is…

TO BE PREACHED

Paul said that Timothy
knew the Scriptures, telling 

him to Preach the Word.



Three Factors Involved in Preaching:

1. There’s The Method—Preach.

God’s Son was a preacher (Mat. 
4:17), and it’s through this great 
method that God’s Word is made 
known (Titus 1:3), men are drawn 
to Christ (John 6:44-45), faith is 
produced (Rom. 10:13-17), and 
souls are saved (1 Cor. 1:21). So…

We should be able to see why Paul 
said, Woe is me if I do not preach 
(1 Cor. 9:16).



Three Factors Involved in Preaching:

2. There’s The Message—The Word.

Yes, the Word and the Word only is
to be the message of the preach-
er’s proclamation (1 Cor. 1:21).

The world is in need of the simple, 
beautiful, and unadulterated Gos-
pel of our Lord!



Three Factors Involved in Preaching:

3. There’s The Manner—Convince, 
Rebuke, and Exhort.

We should convince alien sinners 
of their sinful state, rebuke those 
who sin yet know better, and ex-
hort or uplift the downhearted and 
discouraged.

These are the various means we 
should use as we declare the Word 
or the message to this age of mess!



So in Second Timothy 3:15—4:2, Paul 
beautifully & concisely, yet compre-
hensively, affirmed that God’s Word 
is simple, knowable, holy, in written 
form, powerful, soul-saving, inspired, 
profitable, self-sufficient, and to be 
preached. So…

This passage constitutes one of the 
classic texts in The Sacred Volume 
concerning its own wonderful char-
acteristics, meaning that we should 
love, respect, study, memorize, obey, 
live, and teach God’s Word!


