
Unity in Biblical

Understanding



Jesus prayed: I do not 
pray for these [apostles]

alone, but also for 
those who will believe 
in Me through their 

word, that they all may 
be one as You, Father, 
are in Me and I in You, 
that they also may be 

one in Us, that the 
world may believe
(John 17:20-21).



Why don’t we agree on 
everything in the Bible?

 We have the same book. So…

 God told us all the same things. And…

 We want to agree. So why don’t we?

Some say, We’re unified by agreeing
to disagree. But do we actually believe 

this unity in diversity concept is the 
type of oneness Jesus prayed for?



Why don’t we agree on 
everything in the Bible?

 We have the same book. So…

 God told us all the same things. And…

 We want to agree. So why don’t we?

How could we since the prayer we just 
read indicates that Jesus wants His 

followers to enjoy the same harmony of 
thought that He and His Father enjoy?



Why don’t we agree on 
everything in the Bible?

 We have the same book. So…

 God told us all the same things. And…

 We want to agree. So why don’t we?

But that’s too idealistic, people say.
If so, then why did Paul (via inspiration) 

appeal for Christians to understand
what the Lord’s will is (Eph. 5:17)?



Why don’t we agree on 
everything in the Bible?

 We have the same book. So…

 God told us all the same things. And…

 We want to agree. So why don’t we?

He also said, God made known to me 
the mystery, as I wrote before in a few 
words, by which, when you read, you 

may understand (Eph. 3:3-4).



Let’s discuss some factors 
which hinder us in coming 

to a common understanding 
of the Scriptures.



By understanding common 
pitfalls, we can avoid mis-

takes in interpretation which 
we have made in the past.



But first let’s establish a 
principle which is funda-
mental to unity in biblical 

understanding…

Truth Is Harmonious!



TRUTH…

…never crosses 
itself!



For some reason, however, this axiom is 
accepted in every field except religion.

For examples…

 Suppose 3 kids came to 3 different answers 
to the same math problem. Would the 
teacher say, Well, as long as you’re honest & 
sincere, all of you are right? Of course not!

 Suppose 3 doctors diagnosed your illness 3 
different ways, giving you 3 different medica-
tions. Would you take all 3 medications with 
an it-doesn’t-matter attitude? Of course not!



Since truth is harmonious, then…

 The purpose of interpretation is to compre-
hend exactly what the writer intended to be 
understood.

 In any given passage of Scripture, the writer 
was conveying only one idea. And…

 Since there’s only one idea conveyed, there 
can only be one correct interpretation. So…

 If 2 or more people come to differing con-
clusions on a text, one or all of them are 
wrong.



Now let’s discuss six
factors that hinder us in 

obtaining the truth.



Living In Sin can cause one to 

misinterpret Scripture.

 He’ll repent (which is what we pray for).

 He’ll “quit the church” (i.e., he’s honest 
enough to see his sin for what it is, but he 
loves it more than the truth). Or…

 He’ll attack the speaker (whether it be his 
interpretation or him personally).

A sinner who hears a preacher condemn 
his sin will usually do 1 of 3 things:



Living In Sin can cause one to 

misinterpret Scripture.

We must realize that if we want to 
understand the truth, we must desire 

just as much to repent; since the 
purpose of truth is to expose sin, we 
can’t have truth without repentance!



Preconceived Ideas can cause 

one to misinterpret Scripture.

When we consult a passage with our 
minds made up, we’re guaranteed to find 
what we want, truth or not. Sadly, we tend 
to accept passages which seem to lean to-
ward our understanding of a subject, while 
we (hopefully subconsciously, not purposely)

twist the ones that don’t seem to lean that 
direction. We must remember: If we tell 
ourselves something long enough, we’ll 

be convinced of it … right or wrong!



Preconceived Ideas can cause 

one to misinterpret Scripture.

The thing is, we must admit (until we’ve 
personally studied everything for our-
selves) we have preconceived ideas. It 

isn’t wrong to have them—it’d be impos-
sible to live without them, in fact. But we 
must realize that we have them and be 

able to recognize them when we see them, 
being willing to change when we discover 

that we believe something false.



Following Long-Standing 
Tradition can cause one to 

misinterpret Scripture.

The idea of subconsciously-twisting-
Scriptures falls into this category.
We’ve all heard words like these:

When my grandfather came from the old 
country, he came as a _____. My parents 
were staunch _____ until their deaths. And 
I’ve been a _____ for 60 years and will be ‘til 
I die! (Now get off my door-step.)



Following Long-Standing 
Tradition can cause one to 

misinterpret Scripture.

That’s an example of interpreting Scripture 
according to custom: this person’s religion 
has become a family tradition to him. He 
may not be able to defend his faith with 

God’s Word, but the fact that he’s always 
been a _____ is enough to blind his eyes 

to anything else.



Following Long-Standing 
Tradition can cause one to 

misinterpret Scripture.

So let even us be careful that we’re not 
members of “The Church of Christ” just 

because our parents were. Let’s be careful 
to avoid being guilty of Jesus’ words in 

Mark 7:9: You reject the Word of God
that you may keep your tradition.



A Cynical Attitude can cause 
one to misinterpret Scripture.

A cynic tries to conform every word and 
action to his world-view. Any selfless act 
is twisted until it appears as hypocrisy; 

and, unfortunately, the cynic will approach 
the Bible the same way: for example, a 

cynic will consider the event of the sinner 
woman washing Christ’s feet as a sure 
sign that Jesus had an affair with her.



A Cynical Attitude can cause 
one to misinterpret Scripture.

A cynic understands Christ’s words, 
Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in 
the light; and what you hear in the ear, 

preach on the housetops (Mat. 10:27) as
a sign of His cowardice, sending His 
apostles to preach publicly what He 

wouldn’t preach publicly. See…   



A Cynical Attitude can cause 
one to misinterpret Scripture.

A cynic can’t comprehend sinlessness; he 
sees his own life as full of sin, so he can’t 
believe that anyone else could be perfect 
or even live a better life. So Jesus (not to 
mention preachers, et. al.) becomes the 
prime target for his attack, for if the in-
secure cynic can show Jesus to be just 

another fallible human as he is, then he’s 
much more comfortable with himself.



A Cynical Attitude can cause 
one to misinterpret Scripture.

Since cynicism is totally subjective, 
everyone and everything, including truth, 

must fit its mold. And cynicism, like 
enthusiasm and pessimism, is contagious, 

making cynicism in any proportion 
destructive to biblical understanding.



A Proud Attitude can cause
one to misinterpret Scripture.

Many times pride goes undetected be-
cause we tend to mistake it for self-con-

fidence. One way pride enters our lives is 
through that of biblical knowledge: when 

Bible knowledge is revered by those 
around us, we want to be known as one 

who’s well-read. So when we’re placed on 
a pedestal, we’re happy; but when we’re 

proven wrong on some point, we’re 
offended. So pride can blind us to truth!



Let’s talk about…
Two Offsprings of Pride:

1. The most prominent offspring is the desire 
to be known as a person of leading thought. 
This type of pride is obvious because a 
hallmark of pride is the thirst for distinc-
tion. E.g., if a younger man challenges the 
interpretations of an older, more respected 
man, it may be to make others think that 
he’s smarter. On the other hand, if the 
younger man’s motive is admirable, and 
the older man balks at him, then the older 
man may be the one with the problem. 



Let’s talk about…
Two Offsprings of Pride:

2. This offspring is not so easily detected: a 
person may have pride in his heart for 
years, but not show itself until he’s proven 
wrong. This type person has held an inter-
pretation for many years, and someone 
proves it to be incorrect, so he plays the 
devil’s advocate to prove himself right; he 
makes statements he himself would reject 
in other circumstances, and if he’s backed 
into a corner, he’ll reach for any argument 
that’ll cut his opponent down, because he 
just won’t be proven wrong!



The right attitude is demonstrated in Acts 18: 
24-28 by the great Apollos, an eloquent man
and mighty in the Scriptures. … Being fervent 
in spirit, he spoke and taught … the things of 
the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of
John. … When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, 
they took him aside and explained to him the 
way of God more accurately. And when he
desired to cross Achaia, the brethren wrote, 
exhorting the disciples to receive him; and 
when he arrived, he greatly helped those who 
had believed through grace, for he vigorous-
ly refuted the Jews publicly, showing from 
the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ. 



A Lack of Study can cause
one to misinterpret Scripture.

Obviously we’re not talking about study to 
further prove what we already believe or 
what we want to believe; we’re talking 

about study that’s done with an open mind 
to what God wants us to believe, teach, 
and practice. It’s the attitude of Apollos.



A Lack of Study can cause
one to misinterpret Scripture.

This type of study also includes the 
logical truth that we consult other 
sources, whether other “well-read” 

Christians or books by such; e.g., if not 
for other books and versions, we may 

totally miss the truth behind the following 
two passages of Scripture:    



In the KJV of Second Thessalonians 2:7 it 
reads, The mystery of iniquity doth already 
work: only he who now letteth will let, until 
he be taken out of the way.

The meaning of “let” has changed drasti-
cally since 1611—in Old English it meant 
“to hinder,” while today it means just the 
opposite: “to allow.” The NKJV renders 
this verse more understandably:

The mystery of lawlessness is already at 
work; only he who now restrains will do so 
until he is taken out of the way.



In the KJV of First Peter 3:1-2 it reads, 
Wives, be in subjection to your own hus-
bands that if any obey not the word, they 
also may without the word be won by the 
conversation of the wives, while they 
behold your chaste conversation coupled 
with fear.

Firstly, the meaning of the word “conver-
sation” has drastically changed meaning 
since 1611—in Old English it referred to 
“manner of life,” while today it refers to 
“speaking to one another.”



In the KJV of First Peter 3:1-2 it reads, 
Wives, be in subjection to your own hus-
bands that if any obey not the word, they 
also may without the word be won by the 
conversation of the wives, while they 
behold your chaste conversation coupled 
with fear.

Secondly, without a helpful aid like another 
version, one may conclude that a defiant 
husband can be saved without God’s Word 
—an obvious misinterpretation. The NKJV 
renders this verse more accurately:   



Wives, be submissive to your own husbands 
that, if some do not obey the Word, they may 
without a word be won by the conduct of 
their wives. So…

A basic reference library (or at least access to 

one) goes far in helping one to determine 
what’s true and what isn’t. Isn’t it ironic in 
our age, when we have more opportunities 
to understand God’s Will than in any prior 
generation, that we’re in greater religious 
confusion than ever because of a lack of 
knowledge?



A Lack of Study can cause
one to misinterpret Scripture.

Among helpful aids can be found books 
on how to interpret writings such as the 

Bible that was written in human language; 
for example, by consistency and the 

application of simple rules of interpreta-
tion, we can know what biblical truths 

apply today and which ones don’t.   



In Genesis 6 God commanded Noah to build 
an ark to save his family, and since we take 
the Bible as authoritative, and since this is 
commanded in the Bible, isn’t it our respon-
sibility to build an ark to save ourselves? Of 
course not! But why? Because it was a one-
time, individual covenant between God and 
Noah. How do we know this? Because…  



By making a distinction between covenants 
(i.e., rightly dividing the Word, 2 Tim. 2:15), we 
just made use of a basic and logical rule of 
interpretation. The covenant God made with 
Noah isn’t the same as the one He made 
with us. However, many people, because 
they don’t apply such logic, will interpret 
the Bible inconsistently; e.g., while they’ll 
admit that we’re not bound by the command 
given to Noah, they’ll insist that we are
bound to the commands given to Israel—
the Ten Commandments (along with the cove-

nant given to Israel via Moses).



Another logical rule is to allow the Bible to 
explain itself in every case possible. Even 
though we hear people say this often, they 
very seldom ever really seem to do it. For 
example, we simply must learn to use the 
Old Testament to help us understand the 
New Testament from the perspective of the 
original people those writings were given 
to. To take something literally in our time 
that the Jews took figuratively in their time 
is to destroy what the writer meant to be 
understood; and that could be detrimental 
even to our eternal soul-salvation! So…  



God inspired His Word so 
that it could be understood, 

or else He wouldn’t have 
demanded that we know 

what His Will is and obey it. 
Truth is harmonious, so if we 
truly understand the Bible, 
we’ll understand it alike.



Though the world is in 
religious division, we’re not 
locked into a course which 

cannot be changed. Our study 
has revealed that we can help 

our understanding of God’s 
Word by determining…



1. not to live in sin,

2. not to be cynical,

3. not to be proud,

4. not to be traditionalists,

5. not to forget that we have pre-
conceived ideas, and… 

6. not to study with closed minds.



One thing is certain: we must 
each accept responsibility for 
the spiritual division we con-

tribute to the world. You can’t 
repent of my sins; you can’t 
study for me; and you can’t 

change my attitudes. So if the 
battle for Scriptural unity is 

going to be won, it will be won 
on an individual level.



The most we can offer to our 
Lord’s prayer for unity is to make 

as sure as we can that we as 
individuals each have the truth: 

when we do that, then we’ll 
unite, and our Savior’s prayer 

will be answered. Let’s re-
member the words of Paul: 



I plead with you brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that you all speak the same 
thing and that there be no 

divisions among you, but that 
you be perfectly joined together 

in the same mind and in the 
same judgment (1 Cor. 1:10).


